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riling to all of you is the Iasi thing I do for
each edition of The Canadian Quilter. Il is

my way 10 review everything that is published
in ihis issue, and luck it all into bed before gel­
ling seni off 10 the primer. The magazine goes
logeiher somewhat like a quill—sandwiched
between covers wiih myriad heart-warming
quilts and stories inside.

By the lime everyone receives this magazine,
we will be counting the hours until Quilt
Canada 2014—Wonders of Niagara. Please
pay special attention to our advertisers in this
issue. Many of them will be at the show.
Without their support we couldn’t have such a
colourful, uplifting magazine to share with you.

A group of us have been working diligently
on the Quilt Canada 2014 Catalogue.
Collaborating on this project is rewarding
given that we work with a talented group
of people who pull the catalogue together.
We also catch a sneak peek at the treasure­
trove of quilts which will be on display at
St. Catharines. If you haven’t signed up for
workshops yet, please do so! If you can’t
attend the entire week and take a workshop,
please lake the time to come for an afternoon
and see the inspiration and beauty of the
National Juried Show (NJS).

Besides the NJS, and also part of Quilt
Canada 2014, are many other quilt shows
available on campus at Brock University. Be
sure to turn to page 26 and 27 for details about
each show.

The CQA/ACC website made some changes
that will make all of our lives easier. Read
about what’s new with the website on page
eight. Also new—the ability for guilds to
report directly online—see page 71 for impor­
tant instructions.

Other highlights in this issue—turn to page
44 and meet Cynthia Frenette. She is a
Canadian quill and fabric designer. Her quilt
Mr. Crow’s Tea Party adorns our magazine
cover. We have a special section all about
youth starling on page 30—find out who won
the Youth Challenge and learn some lips about
teaching young mothers how to quill. Another
exciting story is on page 58, where you will
learn all about award-winning and published
quilters from Quebec. Finally, read Susan
Purney Mark’s interview of online quilting
teachers on page 62.

To the many volunteers who write for The
Canadian Quilter—thank you! The reason we
have such varied and inspiring content is
because stories come from all of you—the
heart of Canadian quilters and fibre artists.

Time to take a break, make yourself a cup
of tea, and curl up with your 2014 Summer
edition of The Canadian Quilter.

Photo by Stacey Crossley

Autumn 2014 (deadline for submissions-i July,
2014) Tell Your Story: How did you get involved in
quilling? What inspires you to quilt? What is the
story behind the quilt you just made? How was
your quilt vacation? Who taught you to quilt? How
does quilting help balance your creative life? What
did you learn about yourself while attending your
last quilt workshop? Tell us your quilting story.
Winter 2014 (deadline for submissions-i October,
2014) Friendship: Tell us about your quilting
friendships. Have you ever made new friends
while at a class or retreat? How is friendship

cultivated at your quilt guild? Have you ever made
a friend a quilt? Have you ever made a friendship
quilt? Tell us about your quilting friendships... we
would love to hear from you!
Spring 2015 (deadline for submissions-December
15, 2014) Travel: How has travel influenced your
quilt making? Where have you travelled to attend
a workshop? How far will you travel to see a quilt
show? What type of quilt project do you take to
work on while travelling? Have you ever travelled
on a quilt tour or cruise? Let us know your
favourite quilting travel story!
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As 1 look back at my year as CQA/ACC
President, I have to wonder where the

lime has gone. It seems that I looked up
from my computer, blinked my eyes, and it
is coming to an end.

I am thankful for having had this opportu­
nity. It has been a fantastic experience, to say
the least. I have been in touch with so many
quilters right across this wonderful country
of ours. It has given me the opportunity to
work with an awesome group of people,
from sea to shining sea. I have formed
friendships that will last a lifetime.

A huge thank you goes to everyone that I
have worked with in the past year. You have
all played a part in my journey as President.
It is with sadness that we must bid farewell
to Gayle Szmurlo, our Past President. Gayle
has worked tirelessly for the Association for
the past five years. She came on as
CQA/ACC Membership Director in 2010,
after completing a two year stint as work­
shop coordinator with Calgary Local
Organizing Committee. Gayle quickly
moved along to the Presidential chain,
becoming Vice President, two years as
President and then on to Past President.
Gayle is a wealth of knowledge and will be
hugely missed in the day-to-day running of
our association. Thanks Gayle.

On a happier note, be assured that
CQA/ACC will be in good hands under the
leadership of incoming President Jackie
White. At our 2014 AGM, we will once again
move back to a full slate for the Board of
Directors. We are really excited about this.

I believe CQA/ACC is a great voice for
Canadian quilters and I am extremely proud
to be a member. The first Steering Committee
Meeting was held on June 15, 1981, in
Toronto. Their vision was that CQA/ACC
would promote excellence in quilt making
and foster a climate of sharing among
Canadian quiltmakers and enthusiasts.
While moving forward, we have kept this
vision front and foremost in our work on
behalf of our association. Everything changes
over time, as we try to move forward.
Positive change takes lime. We have listened
to our members and whenever possible, 

have implemented their ideas. In this rapidly
moving age of technology, with websites,
social media, online registrations, online
National Juried Show entries, online rosette
entries, online guild reports, change is
inevitable. 1 sure hope that these Steering
Committee Women, who had the original
vision for CQA/ACC, would be delighted to
see how their association has grown and
developed over the years.

I would be remiss if I didn’t say thank you
for the outpouring of support from our
corporate sponsors. The support from our
Member Guilds for Added Purse was
phenomenal! Without such generosity,
our National Juried Show and Trend-Tex
Challenge would not be possible.

In my travels and correspondence, many
of you have asked, “What does CQA/ACC
do for me or my guild?” My answer is that
your membership supports every quilter in
Canada. The benefits give room for every
quilter to grow and flourish. Your member­
ship keeps you in touch with quilters, both
nationally and internationally, whether
through The Canadian Quilter or through
our website and social media.

CQA/ACC is the long thick thread that
connects us all!!

I hope to see you in St. Catharines.

Message de la Presidente

Quand je regarde mon annee passee en tant
que presidente, je me demande ou le temps

est passe! II me semble que j'ai leve les yeux
de mon ordinateur, digne des yeux et e'etait
deja termine.

Je suis reconnaissante d'avoir eu cette
opportunite. Le moins que je puisse dire e'est
que I'experience a ete fantastique. J'ai pu etre
en contact avec enormement de courte-
pointieres vivant dans notre beau grand pays.
D'un ocean a I'autre, j'ai pu travailler avec un
groupe de personnes impressionnantes et de
belles amities durables se sont formees.

Je remercie routes celles avec qui j'ai eu
I'honneur de travailler pendant I'annee
ecoulee. Vous avez toutes joue un role sur mon
chemin en tant que presidente.

C'est avec grande tristesse que nous devons
dire au revoir a notre presidente-sortante,
Gayle Szmurlo. Gayle a travaille inlassablement
pendant cinq ans pour I'association. Elie a
debute en 2010 comme directrice aux
abonnements de la CQA/ACC apres deux ans de
travail avec le Comite local d'organisation de
Calgary en tant que coordonnatrice des
ateliers. Gayle a rapidement monte les
echelons en devenant vice-presidente, puis
presidente pendant deux ans et enfin.

traduit par: Sylvie Jane Leclerc

presidente sortante. Gayle est un puits
d'informations et son absence se fera grande-
ment sentir dans le fonctionnement journalier
de I'association. Merci Gayle.

Sur une note plus joyeuse, soyez assurees
que la CQA/ACC sera entre bonnes mains sous
la tutelle de la future presidente, Jackie White.
Nous retournerons a un conseil d'administra­
tion complet lors de I'AGA 2014. Nous en
sommes vraiment heureuses.

Je crois que la CQA/ACC est un bon moyen
de communication pour les courtepointieres
canadiennes et je suis tres here d'en etre
membre. La premiere reunion des membres du
comite directeur s'est tenue le 15 juin 1981
a Toronto. Elies avaient une vision : que la
CQA/ACC encourage I'excellence dans la
confection de courtepointes et favorise un
dimat de partage parmi les enthousiastes et
les artisanes canadiennes de la courtepointe.
Bien que nous evoluions avec le temps, nous
avons en premier lieu garde a I'esprit cette
vision dans notre travail pour I'association.
Tout change avec le temps et tout changement
demande du temps. Nous ecoutons les
commentaires de nos membres et, lorsque
c'est possible, nous meltons leurs idees en

Continued on page 6

P.S.: La forme feminine utilisee dans ce message designe, s'il y a lieu, aussi bien les hommes que les femmes. Summer 2014 CQA/ACC 5



by Dorinda McCully Photo by Karem Neapy
Dormda McCully, on the left, presenting the Friendship Star quilt to Marsha Cleveland

When word came out that Marsha
Cleveland, Editor of The Canadian

Quilter, was retiring, thoughts were on a way
to say Thank You. CQA/ACC’s Alberta Rep,
Cindy Simpson, immediately sent out a
request for Friendship Star quilt blocks from
members and contributing writers who
Marsha had worked with. In no time Cindy
had enough blocks to make a lovely wall
quilt.

Presentation of the quill was made this
spring by Dorinda McCully, the Nova Scotia
Rep, at a new shop in Amherst called Mrs.
Pugsleys Emporium—Quilting Fabric and
More. Marshas husband, son, daughter-in-
law and grandson came along for the presen­
tation, as well as members of the
Cumberland Quilt Guild.

Marsha was editor for 15 years and saw
The Canadian Quilter go from a black and
while newsletter to the glossy magazine it is
today. Job well done Marsha, and best wishes
on your retirement!

Message de la Presidents
Continued from pace 5

application. Dans cet age de technologic
toujours en evolution avec les sites internet,
les medias sociaux, les enregistrements et
inscriptions a I'ENJ en ligne, les inscriptions
de rosettes en ligne et les rappons de guildes
en ligne, les changements sont inevitables.
J'espere que les premieres femmes du
comite directeur qui ont eu la vision originale
pour la CQA/ACC sont ravies de voir comment
leur association s'est developpee et a grandi
avec les annees.

Je ferais une grande faute si je ne
remerciais pas nos commanditaires pour
leur suppon incroyable. Le support requ
des guildes membres pour la « Bourse
supplemental » a ete enorme! Sans
cette grande generosity notre Exposition
nationale jugee et le defi Trend-Tex ne
pourraient pas avoir lieu.

Durant mes voyages et a travers ma
correspondance, plusieurs d'entre vous ont
demande : « Qu'est-ce que la CQA/ACC fait
pour moi ou ma guilde? » Ma reponse est
que votre inscription supporte chaque
counepointiere au Canada. Les benefices
offrent a chaque counepointiere I'opportu-
nite de grandir et de s'epanouir. Grace a votre
inscription, vous demeurez en contact avec
des courtepointieres au niveau national et
international, que ce soil a travers The
Canadian Quilter ou notre site internet et nos
medias sociaux.

La CQA/ACC est le long fil solide qui nous
relie routes!

j'espere vous voir a St Catharines.
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Activity Report from the Board
by Judy Kelly

Your Board of Directors continues to
work for CQA/ACC on your behalf.

Quilt Canada 2014
Marilyn Michelin and her team are ready
for our annual Quilt Canada conference
The Wonders Of Niagara, will take place at
Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario.
on June 11 to 14. 2014. Conference
information is available through the
CQA/ACC website www.canadianquilter.com
Registration for the conference continues.
It is still not too late to add it to your 2014
plans... you won't be disappointed! We
have an awesome line up of teachers, a
National Juried Show (NJS) that features
the best of the best in quilling, fantastic
concurrent shows, Trend-Tex Challenge
silent auction, fabulous evening events
and a Gala Banquet to wrap it all up Place
11 at the top of your “must do’’ list!

National Juried Show 2014
We are proud of the fact that we just
completed our first ever online jurying for
the show This allowed participation from
our Certified and Apprentice Judges. This
was not always geographically possible in
the past.

NJS 2014 has a record number of quills
entered. I am proud to say that there will
be 153 quills hanging in this year’s show.
Don’t miss it!

Challenges
Our Vice President Jackie White, has been
busy preparing for the annual Trend-Tex
Challenge. Modem Ways is the theme for
2014. The bright colours chosen for 2014
are eye candy The wearable category is
new this year. Jackie boasts record sales
and record entries If you are in the area
in mid-June, please check out the 2014
silent auction and help make it a huge
success. It is the only annual fundraiser
for CQA/ACC and we need your
generous support.

Laine Canivet has had so much fun
working with guilds during the Walk to
Brock Challenge. As they accumulated
inches for the journey, guilds even
look a side trip to visit our Regional
Representative in Inuvik, Northwest
Territories, Shona Barbour. Hopefully we
can reach Brock University with the
conference deadline fast approaching.

April Showers Bring May Flowers is
our current quarterly challenge. Simply
create a quill, any size, any shape, based
on the theme. Check out the rules on
our website or contact Laine Canivet,
directoratlarge@canadianquilter.com

Thanks to all who participated in
our quarterly challenge. Winter Wonders.
The number of entries well surpassed
our expectations and certainly reinforced
the fact that quilters have more time
to commit to their passion during the
winter season.

Photo by Marilyn Michelin

Thanks again to all our youth who made
quilts for our annual Youth Challenge.
My Favorite Story or Movie. The results
were phenomenal! I can see we have some
creative people up and coming in
CQA/ACC’s future.

Social Media
We continue to update our website
regularly with special features for our
Members Only section and monthly
broadcasts. Guild rosettes can be request­
ed online. We are currently working on a
system, which will allow guilds to enter
their own guild news.

Our blog continues to be very active.
We post frequently on our Facebook page
and Twitter. Sign up now if you haven't
already done so. You won’t want to miss a
single post!

Guild Insurance
Lauren has been busy collecting guilds
who are interested in group insurance.
She has been working with a possible
insurance company and will keep you
posted on this matter.

Busy Board
Gayle has been working with the Local
Organizing Committee to ensure that
everything is in place for Quilt Canada
2014. She has also been a constant source
of support for me as I carry’ out my
presidential duties.

Lynn has been busy with bylaw changes
and Not-For-Profit Regulations, along with
her day-to-day duties as Treasurer.

We continue to work, on your behalf,
for our Association. Please do not hesitate
to contact us with your comments,
suggestions and concerns. We love to hear
from you.

http://www.canadianquilter.com
mailto:directoratlarge@canadianquilter.com


What’s New
on our Website?
www.canadianquilter.com

T
he Canadian Quilters’ Association/Association canadi-
enne de la courtepoinie has had a website for many
years. It was launched and run by hard-working volun­

teers, but has now been passed over to a professional website
business. The Directors work together to organize information
for the website, and the webmaster and associates display it.
This process has resulted in a website with LOTS of resources!
However, we have received comments from our members that
they cannot always find the information they want. The
Directors faced this dilemma at their fall meeting in 2013, by
holding a reorganization brainstorming session. On one hand
they didn’t want to delete any information; on the other, they
wanted members to be able to find resources without becoming
frustrated. Added to those issues, the style of websites is evolv­
ing so that the home page presents a very welcoming, clean
appearance. We wanted to make our website more attractive
and to make it easier to navigate.

Here’s what we’ve changed over the winter:
i The top menu items on the website are red in colour and

they appear on a white background. Under each red menu
item, you will see a list of items you will find under each
menu item.

HOME QUILT PROFESSIONALS EVENTS AWARDS GALLERIES SPONSORS SHOPPING CONTACT

Find Quilt Pros Quilt Canada 2014 Dorothy McMurdie National Juried Corporate Virtual Administration and
Award Show Sponsors Marketplace Magazine Editor

Enter Quilt Pro Quilt Shows:
Information • Event Calendar Teacher of the Year Trend-Tex Quilters Awards for Classified Ads Board of Directors

• List of Events Challenge Sponsorship
Find Quilt Shops • Event Submission Agnes Boal Bursary Order Special Volunteers

Rosettes Levels of Magazine Back ft Regional
Enter Quilt Shop Info Call for Entry: Rosettes Sponsorship Issues Representatives

• List of Calls for Youth Quilt
Certified judges Entries Challenge 2014 Sponsoring Guilds Policies News Update

• Call for Entry Broadcasts to
Submission Members

Planning a Quilt Link to CQA/ACC
Canada Event Button

http://www.canadianquilter.com


2 We’ve moved some items to a new MEMBER menu in
red text on the left side of the website. It will ONLY
appear on the HOME page, so if you navigate to anoth­
er page, just click on HOME to go back to find the
menu. We have tried to place items here that members
will access more often. You will see in the image what
we have placed on this menu. Each item is ‘clickable’
and will open another area of the website. The newest
element is the item Member Guilds. Our Vice President
has created a page so that each member guild may
have the opportunity to add information and photos so
that their Regional Representative will be able to write
articles for our magazine.

3 The name of our magazine The Canadian Quilter
(bottom right of the HOME page) is now a ‘clickable’
item. If you click on it, you will open a page to see the
most recent issues of the magazine.

4 The menu on the right-hand page has not changed in
its content. We have only changed the text colour to
blue with a while background. BUT, did you know that
this right-hand menu will change, depending on the
page you are on? For example, if you click on AWARDS
on the main menu, you will navigate to the AWARDS
page and the items on the right-hand side will show all
the optional items you can ‘click’ on in this section.

We hope that these changes will make it easier to navigate
around our website. If you have any suggestions, please
do not hesitate to contact secretary@canadianquilter.com.

by Laine Canivet

o many guilds enjoyed last years How Far Can You Stitch
challenge that we decided we just had to continue the fun
and offer a similar guild challenge to Walk to Brock. We

started at Mile Zero in Victoria and we will end at Brock
University in St. Catharines, the home of Quilt Canada 2014. To
add to the challenge, we threw in a ‘little’ detour to visit our
Regional Representative, Shona Barbour, and her quilling
friends in Inuvik, Northwest Territories, along the way.

Our goal was to use the accumulated inches that Canadian
guilds quilted in six months to plot our progress as we walked
to Brock. It transpired that we needed to extend the time
because we were only half way there by January-. We decided to
walk untiljune 11, 2014, the opening day of Quilt Canada 2014.

Google Maps says this is a 142-hour car ride. The total
distance from Victoria, British Columbia, to St. Catharines,
Ontario, via Inuvik, Northwest Territories, is 10,514 kilometres,
which equals 413,937,012 inches. That is a big number, and
when we set the goal, we really had no idea how many guilds
would participate or how many inches we would get.

Here are some interesting statistics from our walk so far:
• 113 guilds and individuals reported inches.
• There have been 735 reports of inches.
• February had the highest number of reported inches.
• The monthly average is about half a million inches.
• Highest number of inches in a month came from

Vernon Quilters Guild.
• Victoria Quilters’ Guild provided the most inches

over all.

Will we get there? We sure hope so! You need to watch our
blog to find out if we make it... and to see our total number
of inches!

mailto:secretary@canadianquilter.com


by Irene Dewar

t was January 6, 2014, a day of height­
ened anticipation for six quilling friends.
All of the planning had been done

months ahead. The venue rented, menus
were planned, projects prepared, machines
cleaned and oiled and cars duly packed. The
busy-ness of the holiday season was behind
us. We had overseen the family gatherings,
attended the requisite parlies, kissed, cud­
dled and gifted the grandkids, prepared and
presented feasts and celebrations for all. All
of that was over for another year, so we set
off early that stormy January morning.

Machines and projects aplenty had been
packed along with food, and lady-like adult
refreshments to sustain us for three days and
two nights, and loaded into the vehicles—off
we set. Most of us were from Pickering, just
east of Toronto, but Arlene had driven down
from Perth, Ontario, the night before, to join
us for the next few days at The Farmer's Wife
Retreat House near Beaverton, on the shores
of Lake Simcoe.

One slight oversight had been made:
Mother Nature had not been apprised of our
intentions. Temperatures plunged to frigid
minus numbers and snow buffeted us in ever
increasing quantities as we headed up sel­
dom traveled country roads.

After an interesting white knuckle drive,
we arrived safe and sound at our destina­
tion—a cute little two-storey restored farm
house. Cars were soon unloaded, the fridge
slocked to bulging, machines set up and
projects unpacked. Bliss’ Three days of
uninterrupted quilting, sharing, laughing,
catching up, munching, discussing, advis­
ing, confiding and conferring were ahead of
us. There was plenty of room for all to set
up... pressing stations, design walls, extra
room to spread out if we needed, a large well
equipped farmhouse kitchen, laundry facili­
ties, a bed for each and two full bathrooms.
What more could a quilter ask for?

Meanwhile, outside, it continued to snow
and blow and get colder. We soon heard
from Renate, the owner of the house, that
the road had been closed. What could be
belter than to be snowed in at a quill retreat?
The next morning the thermometer read
-25C. The wind chill was -40C. Over the

I to R Lynn McCulloch, Irene Dewar, Kathy Harris, |o Whiston and Arlene Langstaff photo by Debra anger

next couple of days we remained snug little
bugs quilting away as our projects grew
Outside the snow moat drift around the
house also grew. Sometimes the trees across
the field were visible and sometimes not. No
worries, we quilled on

Wednesday morning came too soon. The
fridge remained oversluffed and there were
loads of projects yet to be completed. We
would have happily stayed for a month.
Sadly, our time together had come to an end.
We lingered as long as we could but the lime
had come to leave. Needless to say, we will
be back again next year.

The reservations have been made: three
nights, four days and lots of snow, please!

Irene Dewar of Brambleberry Collage
Quilts (www.brambleberry-cottage.com) offers
quilling classes and quilts for sale in
Pickering, Ontario. Irene and her
friends enjoyed their Polar Vortex retreat
at The Farmer’s Wife Retreat House
(www.thefarmerswiferetreathouse.ca).

Six glasses of adult refreshment of a ladylike nature.

Debra Anger happily quilting.

Snowdrifts up to the back door.
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First Prize: Mary Katherine Hopkins

Modern Fabric for Modem Lives

www myfabncspcf.com

There were 40 (yes! 40) incredible entries for the Winter
Wonders Challenge. Mostly one hears complaints about

winter, but it seems, when asked, we can find the beauty.
Our apprentice judge, Mary Hawkins, who is enrolled in
CQA/ACC’s Quilt Judge Certification Program (www.canadian
quilter.com/professionals/certified-judges.php), thought it ironic to
be asked to judge the challenge because she avoids winter by
fleeing. The entries had to convince her that there were winter
wonders that she misses, and they did! Mary says, “From the
beauty of a still winter night to the exhilaration of being out on
skis, the entries were wonders in themselves. Thank you to all
who entered, and who made my task difficult, with the quality of
the works submitted, and a privilege, as 1 got to see such diverse
impressions of the season from across our great country."

The prizes were provided by Fabric Spot, a Canadian online
fabric store that carries the largest online inventory of
organic fabrics in Canada. Visit their colourful website al:
www.myfabricspot.com, and their blog at blog.myfabricspot.com

First Place: Moon at the Winter Solstice by Mary Katherine
Hopkins. This piece was inspired by online photos of people
celebrating the Winter Solstice at Stonehenge. The background is
batik over-dyed with R1T. The trees are made from upholster}'
GIMP unravelled and anchored. Mary states, “Upon
completion, I was thrilled with the sense of mystery this
piece gave me, perhaps like the wonder those people at
Stonehenge feel al the Solstice."

Second Place: BC Skiing by Karen Thatcher.
“Winter...aah, this is what 1 do best. BC Skiing is the
third in a series of five My BC quills. Its background
is rough-edge applique in silk, the trees are hand-
painted/sculpted cotton gauze, the skiers are machine
thread-painted and the snow is raw wool. The quilling
pattern is a small box-on-box pattern which helps fix
the silk pieces. The design and photos are mine.”

Third Place: What I Like About Winter by Carol
Swinden. “My quill shows the peace that can be fell, and

Quarterly
- Member. ypur monthly e-bulletins to see the challenge

announcements. TnSt> way you can get the earliest start possible.

the beauty that ordinary objects can obtain in the winter.” Third Prize: Carol Swinden Second Prize: Karen Thatcher
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Spring is in the air! Umbrellas, puddles, rain droplets,
tender plant shoots and flower blooms Show us your

beautiful quills depicting this long-awaited season.
Your fabulous entry will get published on our blog or

in The Canadian Quilter magazine, and you might win a
fabulous prize. See below!

Le printemps est dans l air! Paraphiies, flaques d’eau, des goultelettes
de pluie, des bourgeons dans les arbres et des fleurs qui poussent.

Montrez-nous vos belles courtepointes illustrant cette saison tant attendue
Voire fabuleuse piece sera publiee sur noire blog ou dans la revue The

Canadian Quiltci magazine et vous pourriez gagner un prix fabuleux. Voir
ci-dessous!

COURTEPOINTE
CLAIRE

HOW TO ENTER / COMMENT S'INSCRIRE:
Send a photo of your quilt, any size and
any shape, based on the theme April
Showers Bring May Flowers. It must be
quilled and bound or closed along the
edges. You can use any embellishments.

Envoyer une photo de voire courtepoinie,
de toutc taille et de toute forme, sur le
theme Les pluies d'Avril ambient les Jleurs
on Mai. Elie doit etre liec ou matelassee et
fermee le long des bords. Vous pouvez
utiliser toutes sones d’embellissemcnts.

Take a high resolution (Imb) digital
picture of your quill and email it io:
directoratlarge@canadianquilter.com

along with your CQA/ACC membership
number, name, email address, a brief
description of your quill and any copy­
right information.

Continued on pace 13
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This challenge is sponsored by Courtepoinie Claire Inc., a Canadian quilt store located in Laval,
Quebec, featuring fabrics, books and quilting essentials. Visit Claire's colourful website at:
www.courtepointeclaire.ca.
Follow Claire on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/counepointe.claire

Ce defi est commandite par Courtepoinie Claire Inc., une boutique specialisee situee a Laval
au Quebec, avec des tissus, livres et accessoires pour faire de la courtepoinie. Visitez le site
Web colore de Claire a: www.courtepointeclaire.ca
Suivez Claire sur Facebook: www.facebook.com/courtepointe.claire

All the fabrics to make the top
of this twin size quilt. Pattern
included. (Retail value $150).

Tous les tissus pour faire le
dessus de ce lit simple. Patron
indus. (Valeur de $150)

Second Prize I Deuxtfme Prix

All the fabrics to make the top
of this table runner. Pattern
included. (Retail value S50)

Tous les tissus pour faire le
dessus De ce centre de table.
Patron indus. (Valeur de S50)

Third Prize / Troisleme Prix

S25 gift card for Counepointe
Claire.

Un certificat cadeau de $25

mailto:directoratlarge@canadianquilter.com
http://www.courtepointeclaire.ca
http://www.facebook.com/counepointe.claire
http://www.courtepointeclaire.ca
http://www.facebook.com/courtepointe.claire


Prenez une photo numerique haute
resolution (1 Mo) de voire courte-
pointe el I’envoyer par courriel a:
directoratlarge@canadianquilter.com avec
voire nuinero d’adhesion CQA/ACC,
nom, courriel, une breve description de
voire courtepointe, el toute information
perlinente au sujet de la piece, surtout le
nom du patron pour les droits d’auteur.

Note: You must be a CQA/ACC member.

Note: vous devez etre membre de
CQA/ACC pour participer. Vous pouvez
vous inscrire sur le site www.canadian
q uilter.com/ pdf/CQA-ACC-Formulaire-
inscription-et-avantages.pdf

Our judge will select a first, second and
third prize The three winners will be noti­
fied by email on June 26. 2014, and will be
published in the autumn edition of The
Canadian Quilter magazine, and will receive
prizes shown below. All other entries will be
shown on our blog.

Notre juge choisira un premier, deuxieme et
troisieme prix. Les trois gagnants seront
avises par courriel le 26 Juin 2014 el seront 

publies dans l edition d’automne du The
Canadian Quilter magazine. Ils recevront
aussi un prix tel qu’indique ci-dessous
Toutes les autres courtepointes seront
presentees sur noire blog.

Deadline to receive your quill picture is
June 24, 2014.

La date limite pour recevoir la photo de
voire courtepointe est le 24 June 2014.

TIPS ON PHOTOGRAPHING / TRUCS POUR BIEN REUSSIR VOTRE PHOTO:
Use a well lit area. Have no background distractions. Take a high resolution photo
of at least 1 mb jpeg. Ensure that no part of the quill is cut off in the picture.

Choisissez un endroit bien eclaire. N’ayez pas un arriere plan qui puisse distraire.
Prenez une photo en haute resolution d’au moins 1 Mo jpeg. Assurez-vous
qu'aucune panic de la courtepointe n’est coupee dans 1’image.

Laurie Swim’s
2014 Workshops
Laurie will hold two 5-day workshops in Lunenburg N.S.,
August 18-22, and September 15-19, 2014.
Each limited to ten participants.

FROM START TO FINISH WILL COVER THE MANY APPROACHES

AND TECHNIQUES USED IN LAURIE’S OWN WORK. LAURIE WILL

DEMONSTRATE MANY PROCESSES.

Participants will start with a landscape of their choice.
Each student will be encouraged to add her or his own
interpretation to make an original work of art. Finishing
and hanging will be covered as well.

The fee is $600 plus HST. Ten participants only. If you wish to rent
a machine the cost will be S125 plus HST for the 5 days.

To Register call 1 -877-272-2220
or email swim@ican.net.
We think the classes will fill quickly.
Visit Laurie’s website: www.laurieswim.com

-------of Ireland
and the Sew North Quilt and Craft Festival

#*#■
Featuring the First Annual

People’s ChoKe Awards .
Prizes from Kona Bay Fabrics. FatQ^rter com andAunfil ThreadS

Sponsors* 1
Quilters Quilts

www.quiltersar>^^ul s,com_______

Rummer 2014 CQA/ACC 13

mailto:directoratlarge@canadianquilter.com
http://www.canadian
uilter.com/
mailto:swim@ican.net
http://www.laurieswim.com


E 0 B

Design a Mystery Quilt with Electric Mt
by Lauren MacDonald

Electric Quilt? Why would you want to design your own quilt on a
computer? There are as many answers as there are people who

have learned to use this versatile computer software:

“1 used it this month to design a chanty quilt for my quilt
club that won’t infringe on anyone's copyright

“I copy the ‘block of the month’from the guild newsletter when they have
a foundation piecing block and then print out the pattern on interfacing.”

“I look up quill blocks from the Library in Electric Quill
when I’m thinking about a new quilt project."

“I created a queen-size quilt out of‘tumbling’ or ‘baby’ blocks in
two different sizes. Now I’m going to colour them in and decide

which size to use to make an English paper-pieced quilt”

“I design a simple quilt and colour it with the fabric samples I get from
the Internet. 1 like to pick my colours first, then go shopping!”

“I use the program to make a quill design and add
borders to make the exact size I want”

“1 always used to design my quills on paper, but it’s so much
easier to erase’ something in Electric Quilt!”

“I know its not quills, but I used it to redesign my sewing room1"

‘ 1 like to participate in Club EQ (doyoueq.com/clubeq/) challenges;
first to learn new skills and secondly to see the wide variety

of patterns that are produced and shared.”

Mystery Electric Quilt
In this series, we arc going to lead you through the design of a mys­
tery' quilt project. The images you will see will be from Electric Quilt,
version 7 (and although Electric Quilt is now available for Macintosh
users, these images are from a Windows computer).

We’ll start the project by finding and selecting fabrics because this
is one of the most frequent questions 1 answer from new users: “Can
1 use my own fabrics in my design?" 1 find that there are generally
three groups of quill designers: one group wants to use their own
choice of fabrics, the second is happy to choose similar colours, and
the third group believes in value’ and they work with shades of grey.
Please choose your own method and then we’ll continue with the
mystery design!

Your homework: The fabric colours you need to choose are: a dark
and light green, a dark and light flower colour, a background colour
and perhaps one to three other colours for the border.

Using Your Own Fabrics (jpeg/jpg image files or fab (fabric) files)
A JPEG or JPG Image files (this formal is the same one that you use

for digital photographs. You use photos of the fabric and import
them into Electric Quill and use them to colour your blocks).

1 If you have your own fabrics at home, you may scan them in
with a printer/scanner to scan them in at 72dpi. Electric Quilt
has a great ‘Help’ sheet outlining this process.

2 Even if you do have the fabrics,
it is sometimes easier to use
an online shop or fabric website,
like www.sew-sisters.com or
courtepointedaire.ca/fra/accueil.htm
or www.myfabricspot.com to find
the fabnc swatches of your own
stash. When you see a fabric
swatch you want to use in
Electric Quill, click on the image
to bring up the menu (right click
on the mouse or pad). Click on
‘Save Image As.’ At this point, you
need to set up a process that you
will ALWAYS follow—otherwise
your fabrics will get ‘lost’ in your
computer. Here’s mine:
a Click on ‘Save Image as’—this

will open up a file folder so
that I can choose where to save
the image.

b 1 open up ‘Documents’, then ‘My Documents’, then ‘My EQ7’,
then 1 have a folder named ‘fabrics.’ 
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c Inside this folder. I create a folder for each website that I use
(or you can create a folder for each quill project).

d I open up the folder for the chosen website, then Save’ the
fabric swatch.

e Return to the store menu and repeal the steps to save any
other swatches you want.

• Link to the folder full of files:
• If you have EQ6 or EQ7, you need to link the folder.

Do the following steps (you only need to do this once):
a Click LIBRARIES > Fabric Library’ > Link Library’ button
b Click ‘Add,’ type in ‘Monthly Libraries’ and click Browse.’
C Select the ‘My Documents > Monthly Libraries’ folder.
d Click OK,’ then click ‘Close ’

3 Download fabrics from a fabric company that provides support
for Electric Quill.
a Northcolt (www.northcott.net) is a

company providing image files.
When you choose a fabric line
from Northcott, you will see
a button on
the right side
of the window—click on this and
you will have the option to open or
save the WinZip file of fabric
images. If you open it, you will be
able to select all the fabrics you
want, then save them to a
‘Northcott’ folder.

b Electric Quill has written a help
file to aid in downloading fabric
samples al: support.electricquilt.com/Downloading-and-lmporting-
a-Manufacturers-Fabrics-into-EQ7.ashx

2 Using FAB files from other sources
• Connecting Threads is a company that creates FAB files for

Electric Quill users: quiltwithus.connectingthreads.com/page/
eq-downloads?intmedid=FreebieHome-EQFabricDownloads

• Follow the directions on the site and save the files in the
folder ‘Monthly Libraries.’

4 Once you have scanned in or saved all the fabrics for your
project, the best way to keep them available all the time in your
Electric Quilt program is to ‘put them into the ‘My Library’
section of the ‘Fabric Library’ menu item. By adding them to

Did this article answer any of your questions about Electric Quilt?
Stay tuned for future articles and to take pan in designing
our Mystery Quilt! Send your questions to Lauren MacDonald at
secretary@canadianquilter.com.

the ‘My Library’ section, you will be
able to use the fabrics in any project.

B FAB files (FAB files are groups of fabric
files—each group will hold a different
number of fabric images). Electric Quilt
has a method of organizing the groups as
‘libraries’ of fabrics. It is useful to follow
their method: in the section on your
computer: ‘My Documents,’ create a new
folder called ‘Monthly Libraries.’ If you
always save your ‘FAB’ files in this folder,
you’ll be able to add the files easily to
your quilt projects.
1 Using the Electric Quill FAB files:

doyoueq.com/project_download_
categories/fabric-downloads/ Free fabric
libraries.
• Click one of the library links to

download it.
• Do not choose Open. ‘Save’ the file

to your ‘My Documents > Monthly
Libraries’ folder.

^'TA/O;

QUILT
DESIGN
SOFTWARE

Same great software, now

available for Windows and

Mac operating systems!

0©oodh
1-800-356-4219 . ^v/el^^ricquiltcom • www.doyoueq.com

= Electric Qu 1 l/7
H CO****’* °*** J" « J
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That Silly Social Media
by Brandy Lynn Maslowski

Note from the Editor: In upcoming issues The
Canadian Quilter will be publishing articles
written by members of the Fibre Art Network
(FAN). FAN is a co-operative of fibre artists
committed to promoting fibre as an art form
and each other as artists. FAN members
come from Western Canada-British
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba,
the Yukon and the Northwest Territories.
Members meet and exhibit in community­
based subgroups and as a whole at an
annual retreat where they connect and
share as they stretch their comfort zones
and take their art to a new level. To learn
more about this diverse group, please visit
www.fibreartnetwork.com.

W
hether you sell quilted items at a
craft table, in an online store like
www.Etsy.com. or you have your

fibre art showing in a gallery, here are a few
lips to help you engage new customers and
keep them informed through social media.

1 Create your space. You don't have to pay a
mint for a professional website, but you
need somewhere for your customer to go
to learn about you, view your product and
complete the sale. You can create a simple
website through Wordpress with a Paypal
shopping cart or create an online shop for
your wares on Elsy. If you have your fibre
art in a real gallery, its lime you had an
online gallery. If you are looking to land a 

show in a gallery, the first thing they’ll
want to see is your portfolio, so an online
gallery boosts your level of professionalism.
Remember—no one can actually buy what
you have to offer unless there is a place for
them to browse, choose and pay.

2 Join a group. There are loads of like­
minded groups on Yahoo, Google and
Linkedln that will give you a place to find
mentors, share your knowledge, or just
chat on the topic of the day. Although not
the place to advertise, these groups can
be a great way to connect, engage, learn
and collaborate.

3 Create good content and share what you
know. If you are an expert at something
then give bits of that good info in a weekly
blog or a monthly newsletter. Remember
that it’s better to post only once a week and
be consistent, than to post a bunch of info
every' day for a week and then take two
months off. Your followers will drop like
flies If you arc not a writer, then search
out great info from the experts and
mentors you love and post, share and
retweet their words of wisdom linking
back to their page. If you are the go to
person for getting the latest great info from
the experts out there first, people will
follow you and your mentors will love you
for sharing.

4 Share your story and what you have to
offer. No one wants to follow you on
Facebook if even' post is a sales pilch. Let 

them know the real you. If you are a quill
lover, your passion will come through and
other quilt lovers will connect with you
Post mini tutorials, works in progress,
blunders, flubs and successes. Let your
followers know your story' and give them a
chance to connect with you. Keep your
sales pilches io a minimum by keeping
products in side bars, or by posting once
in a while about new things you have
to offer.

5 Seeing is believing. Above all have great
photography. No one will buy your prod­
ucts if they can’t gel past a poor picture.
Invest in a great camera and educate
yourself on how to lake a properly lit
photo. It’s also a great idea to watermark
your photos to protect them. Always link
everything back io the page where viewers
can buy lhe product.

No mailer what product or sendee you
have to offer, the customer will be more
likely to buy if they connect with lhe story'.
So give them a place to find you, be real
about your product and prices, and display
your items with great photography. Once
you have a platform to showcase your work
and yourself as an artisan, then you can take
lhe lime to connect, engage and inform your
customers through social media.

Brandy Lynn Maslowski is a proud member
of FAN, a quilt teacher, speaker, author, judge
and the host of Canadian Quilt Talk.
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Sunshine, Lollipops Kits available at
Quilt Canada 2014. To Pre-order:
Call: 905-830-0525 or 866-461-0525
sherri@bordercreekstation.com
www.bordercreekstation.com

by Joyce O'Connell

i

1

Canada and the United Stales hosting the
program to 2,300 quilters!

Shorn describes her designing style as
“contemporary traditional.'’ She loves color,
a variety of print scales and as many fabrics
as she can squeeze into a design. And, she
LOVES pieced borders. She thinks they con­
tribute to the inner design—sometimes with
a flounsh and sometimes unpretentiously,
yet creating a frame to work harmoniously to
make the quill “sing” its own song.

Recently retired from her full-time “day”
job, Sherri is now focusing on developing a
new balance of life and Border Creek Station’s
future growth and development. She has lots
of plans, which include several new patterns
and projects, and of course a new BCS
Mystery Quill for the Fall

In addition to the Mystery Quilt, Sherri is
releasing a new Block of the Month in June
featuring the new Cantik™ batik fabrics. The
design is called Reflections of the North, which
has a “Northern Winter” and a “Northern
Summer” version, so check out her website (or
further details. While you are there, look for
her new designs featuring Hoffman"' fabrics 

N

above Sewn by Cathy Rabyniuk and Sherri
Hisey. Quilted by Brenda Wells of Running Threads.

left Sherri Hisey, Border Creek Station Pattern
Company

from their beautiful Christmas lines, which, I
am sure, will tempt many of us to start on yet
another project!

We are very fortunate to showcase a pat­
tern that Sherri has designed specifically for
this issue—Sunshine, Lollipops..., a bright,
bold and beautiful collection of sumptuous
colors that you won’t be able to resist.

This is a great opportunity to either
dig into your stash, make another
trip to the quill store (our most favorite
place), or—better still—do the “grab and go”
method. Sherri has agreed to prepare a limit­
ed number of kits especially for our readers.

She is vending at Quilt Canada 2014 where
you can, if you wish, pick up your kit for
Sunshine, Lollipops....

You just need to call or email so that she
will have it ready for you. Doesn't get any
easier than that!

Oh, and while you are there, be sure to
check out some of her other patterns. Its
really cool to hang out around the Border
Creek Station Pattern Company booth where
patterns are designed to please! See you there!

TaTa for now.........

Sherri Hisey
Border Creek Station Pattern Company

Today, the snow is blustering outside as
we weather yet ANOTHER storm, and

my happy mind takes me to a place of
warmth and sunshine as 1 introduce you to
yet another awesome Canadian designer of
great talent and expertise.

1 am always intrigued by how my design­
ers got started, and as 1 write the article
each issue 1 am never disappointed by the
story behind these people who exhibit such
tenacity and imagination

Designing lakes perseverance and
paiience as ideas percolate in your head,
and then to take that idea and actually
create a pattern that works, with no
mistakes, is a feat in itself. There is a LOT
of time and work from the “inspiration
phase” to the “finished phase,” and that is
why those of us who do not design patterns
have the utmost respcci and appreciaiion for
ihose who do.

Sherri Hisey most definitely is one of these
people that you would have 10 admire. Just
looking at her website h came to mind that she
must be the “Queen of Mystery7 Quills” when
you see how long she has been doing this.

The Border Creek Station (BCS) Mystery7
Club has been running for 12 years. Sherri
describes this part of her business as being,
“A little bn of culling and sewing each
month,” for an eight-month adventure in
quilling. Her designs for these mystery7 quills
arc more than whai you would normally find
in this type of program. Sherris main focus
with a Mystery Quill is for the quilter to
“have fun,” to absolutely LOVE the design
and have the option to choose varying sizes
to make.

The BCS Mystery7 Club is a program run
through quilt shops, and is promoted by
Moda" Fabrics and Trend-Tex'w Fabrics. This
year, Sherri had 153 quill stores throughout

5by Joyce O'Connell
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Sunshine, Lollipops...
Finished Quilt: 84" x 84"
Unfinished Quilt Block: 12%" x 12M"
Experience Level: Intermediate
ioo7o cotton fabrics are recommended

Fabric requirements:
Medium/dark fabrics: (46) 2Vi" x 42" strips
assorted medium and dark colours

• (1) Package 2,/i" precut batik strips

• plus additional 2Vi" x 42" strips for a total
of (46) strips.

While solid fabric: 5.4m or 57/s yds

Binding: dark pink batik fabric 0.7m or 3A yd

Plus: add the following fabric requirements
for the centre block options. Select the
option that you wish to use:

Centre Block Option One: Ohio Star Block
(1) Package 5" x 5" precut batik squares

While solid fabric: 0.4m or ¥2 yd.

Centre Block Option Two: There will be
enough extra from the 214" stnps to make
this option.

I love scrappy quilts and this one has the
added bonus of using the conveniently pre-
cui 21£" strips that we all love to fondle in
the quilt shop and if you are like me, cannot
resist adding a few to your fabric cupboard.
Although 1 used a bundle of pre-cut 2Vi"
strips, I did sort some of the ‘unwanted’
colours (yes, I know but they were dark
grays and 1 did not want them in this quilt)
and added a few additional prints and
different shades to increase the variety.
Using a large variety of medium/dark prints
will give this quilt a scrappy look, but il
would look equally as lovely as a two colour
quill as well.

Please note: Diagrams do not show the %"
seam allowance. Please consider this when
piecing and trimming to tidy.

Step 1: A Word About Half-Square
Triangles (HST)
K Using the Easy Angle"*  ruler from

EZ Quilting, is a great way to make
half-square triangles from strips that already
measure the unfinished size of the square—
so no math involved. It is an inexpensive
quilting tool that makes the job a little bit
easier (and should be available from your
local quilt shop). If you are not using precut
21£" strips, you may use other methods
of your choice to make the 2" finished size
(2*/i"  unfin. size) half-square triangles.

Making the Half-Square Triangles
From assorted medium/dark fabrics: Cut
(46) 21A" x 42" WOF (width of fabric) strips

From white solid fabric: Cut (23) 21A" x 42"
WOF strips

1 With right sides together, pair (1) assorted
medium/dark 21/z* 1 strip and (1) white solid
21A" strip. Layering the strips will mean that
each time a triangle is cut; the pair is ready
to sew to make an HST.

2 Trim the selvedge from the ends and place
the Easy Angle"*  ruler on top of fabric, lining
up the bottom along the edge of the strips
(black lip of ruler will be on the lower right)
and the left edge of the ruler at the trimmed
end of the strips. The lop edge of fabric
should line up with the 2Vi" line as shown in
the diagram (this is the width of the strip).
The fabric will fill the triangle area under­
neath the ruler.

To the 2%" line on the ruler

3 Make the first cut along the ruler edge as
shown then flip the ruler pivoting at lhe
black lip so that the ruler is now to the right
side of this same cut (black tip of ruler
remains at the lower edge) and line up as
before to cut another set of triangles. In this
manner, continue cutting 11 triangle pairs
for the HSTs.

Note: As it only requires about half of the fab­
ric strip to cut lhe 11 triangle pairs, combine
lhe remainder of the White solid fabric strip
with another Medium/Dark fabric in order to
continue cutting the needed triangle pairs.

4 Sew cut triangles using Z»" seaml
allowance. Chain stitching is recommended
for speed. Open and press lightly to lhe
DARKER fabric. This press may change later
when assembling blocks so make this a ‘light’
press or finger press.

5 Each HST square should measure 2 /i" xl
2te" unfinished and trimming should not be
necessary. Make a total of (506) 2%" x 2*4"
Half-Square Triangles. You will have (10) extra
HSTs, but this is perfect when constructing
the last few blocks as it will provide spare
HSTs to choose from to keep a scrappy look.

6 Count out an assorted (136) 2 4" x 2 /^"l 1
HSTs and set safely aside.These will be used
to make the pieced border 2.

Step 2: Making the Main Blocks
Sunshine Star (121A" x 12V6" unf. size)

There are two great options for the centre unit
of lhe Sunshine Star block. Each centre unit
measures 4" x 4" fin. size (4Vi" x 41A" unf.)
making the Ohio Star a more challenging
block to piece. The Four-Patch is a much eas­
ier option and will look just as lovely in the
finished quilt. If you select the Four-Patch for
lhe centre unit, there is enough fabric in the
exisitng 2Vi" precut strips to do so.
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Sunshine, Lollipops...
by Sherri Hisey

Continued from pace 19

Block Centre Option One:
Ohio Star (4%" x 4l/2" unfin. size)

As a 4" finished size square, this
block is challenging to con­
struct as the math necessary for
the cut pieces is a bn awkward.

To provide the same assortment of fabrics as 
my precut bundle, I purchased (1) 5" square
precut package to make
the cuts that could not
be made from the 271"
wide strips. If you arc
using your stash, fol­
low the specific cutting
instructions below.

c
dbd

B

bdb
D

A

C

dbd
B

C
bdb

D
C

From assorted medium/dark fabrics:
A Cut (13) 1W16”x 1B/16” pcs.
B Cut (26) 22 3 4 * */4" x 23An pcs. Subcut:

From white solid fabric:
C Cut (3) strips of 113/16" x 42" WOE

Subcut: (52) 113/16" x 113/16" pcs.
D Cut (2) strips of 2W x 42" WOE

1 Layout subcut triangles from
the assorted medium/dark and
white solid fabrics exactly as
shown in diagram. Join the tri­
angles forming a larger triangle
by placing right sides together
and stitching from the straight
edge towards the pointed end.

shown by the arrows. This block should
measure 41/2" x 4%" unfin. Trim to tidy if
necessary. Make (13) blocks.

Press scam towards the medium/dark fabric.

2 Match centre scam to form the square as
shown. Pin at centre and stitch. This seam
should nest’. Press seam to one side or if you
wish, open to relieve bulk in this seam.

3 This Quarter-Square (QST) block should
measure l7/s’' x l7/s" unfinished. Using the
diagonal seams in both directions as guide­
lines, place the 45° line on ruler along one
centre seam and the outer edges of the unit
at the markings of l7/8". Trim neatly on these
two sides, turn block and replace the ruler
on the block as before to trim the remaining
two sides.

4 Continue selecting assorted medium/dark
fabrics and make (52) Quarter-Square
blocks.

5 Referring to the Ohio Star block diagram
carefully layout all units and using the hori­
zontal rows that are created, join the units
together using a scant seam allowance,
matching and pin­
ning seams. Press
seams away from the
QSTs, as indicated
by the arrows. Join
rows to make the
block as shown.

6 This block should 
unfinished. Make (13) blocks.

Block Centre Option Two:
Four-Patch (4%" x 4%" unfin. size)

As a 4" square, this block is an
easier, less fussy option that will

| still look lovely within the quilt
design. These cuts can be made

from the 2%" wide strips.

From assorted medium/dark fabrics: Cut
(52) 2%" x 2%" pcs.

1 Lay out assorted cut 2%"
squares to form the Four-Patch
block as shown. Join the squares
together, pressing seams as

Block Assembly
From white solid fabric:
A Cut (7) 2%" x 42" WOF strips. Subcut
into (104) 2%"x2%” pcs.

1 Following block diagram, carefully layout
all completed units for one Sunshine Star
block as positioned within the diagram being
careful to keep the positioning of the HST
correct (prevents reverse sewing!). When
joining horizontal rows, pin nested seams
and stitch slowly watching points and seams
at intersections. Press seams lightly (or
finger press) as indicated by arrows.

2 Once assembled this block should measure
121/S" x 12%" unfinished. Make (13) blocks.

Step 3: Making the Alternate Blocks
(12%” x 12%" unf. size)

F F
k J

From the already made half­
square triangles, use an assort­
ment of (48) HST and cut the
following fabrics:

From assorted medium/dark fabrics:
A (96) 2%" x 27i" pcs from the precut strips.
B (96) 27i" cut triangles using the Easy
Angle™ ruler.

From white solid fabric:
C Cut (3) 4%" x 42" WOF strips. Subcut
into (24) 4%" x 4%" pcs.
D Cut (3) 4%" x 42" WOF strips Subcut
into (12) 4%M x 12%" pcs.
E Cut (3) 478" x 42" WOF strips. Subcut
(24) 47/8" x 47/8" pcs. and subcut.

Tool Tip: An inexpensive tool, The Angler 2
(by Pam Bono Designs Inc.) will make this
job a lot easier. Easily taped to the sewing
machine, it eliminates the need to mark each
small square before sewing.
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1 With pencil lightly mark on the wrong
side the diagonal from corner to corner on
each A square

2 Place A square right sides together at the
lop corner of the D square. Stitch diagonally
on the drawn line.

3 Leaving a A" seam allowance, trim awayl
the two bottom layers at the corners as shown
in diagram and press A back to the comer.

4 Repeal the above by joining the remaining
A squares to D to complete the centre units.

5 The centre units should measure 4 4" x1
12’A" unfinished. Trim to tidy. Make (12)
centre units.

Making the Side Units:

1 For the side units, repeal the above steps
to attach assorted A squares to one end only
on the 4*A"  C squares.

2 Once completed the side
units should measure 414" x
4’4" unfinished. Trim to
tidy. Make (48) side units.

Making the Corner Units:

1 Layout (2) assorted medium/dark B
triangles, (1) HST and (1) while solid E
triangle exactly as shown in diagram. Join
the B triangles to the HST
forming a larger triangle by
placing right sides together
and stitching from the
straight edge towards the
pointed end. Press seam 
towards the medium/dark B triangles.

2 Match centre seam to the white solid E
triangles to form the square
as shown. Pm at centre and
stitch Press seam to the E
triangle to relieve bulk in
this scam.

3 These corner Units should measure 41A"x
414" unfinished. Trim to tidy, using the diag­
onal seam as a guideline, place the 45° line
on ruler along centre seam and the outer
edges of the unit al the markings of 4Vi".
Trim neatly on these two sides, turn block
and replace the ruler on the
block as before to trim the
remaining two sides Make
(48) corner units

Block Assembly

1 Following block diagram, carefully layout
all completed units for one Alternate block
as positioned within the diagram being careful
to keep the positioning of the corner units
correctly. When joining horizontal rows, pin
nested seams and stitch slowly watching
points and seams al intersections. Press
seams lightly (or finger press) as indicated
by arrows. This pressing is recommended as
seams will then nest with the Main block.

2 Once assembled this block should measure
x 12W unfinished. Make (12) blocks.

Step 4: Quilt Centre Assembly
1 Lay out the completed blocks into 5 hori­
zontal rows of 5 blocks each. Step back and
lake a look al lhe layout and ensure that all 

blocks are positioned as you would like
them This is your opportunity to move
blocks around to balance colours or to
separate similar fabrics.

2 Begin joining lhe blocks together to make
the horizontal rows as laid out. Match edges,
points and block comers and pin accurately
before stitching. Stitch carefully with W
seam, guiding seam so lhe points will not be
cut off. Pressing these seams will not be
straight forward because of all of lhe points
Press to the Main Sunshine block, and if you
encounter a bulky section, press open or
press lhe opposite way. Each row should
measure 121A" x 6O‘/2" unfinished.

3 Now join lhe horizontal rows together to
assemble the entire quilt centre. Match
scams between blocks, all points, nesting
seams and pinning carefully to secure entire
row before stitching. As before stitch slowly
with W seam so points will not be cut off.
Press seams as before and carefully where lhe
blocks meet. With this block layout you
should not have to open or twist any pressed
seams to have them nest.

The quilt centre should now measure bO1/?'
x 6OV2" unfinished.

Step 5: Joining the Borders
Each border is attached separately as per lhe
following instructions and all borders will be
joined by establishing and keeping consis­
tent adding the LEFT & RIGHT borders first

Continued on page 22
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Sunshine, Lollipops...
by Sherri Hisey

Continued from pace 21

and then the TOP & BOTTOM Before
beginning the Border Section, please read the
following information:

• Fabric strips for the borders 1 and 3 will be
cut longer than actual measurement required
and will require trimming to tidy after
attaching Border 2 is a pieced border and
will be made to size—no trimming necessary.

• Fold border stop in half end to end to find
and mark the centre. From the marked
centre of the strip measure out from centre,
half of length of the quill side and mark
Repeal for the other end of border strip.

• Find the middle of the quill side and wilh
nghi sides together and edges even, match
centres and ends of border to the quill.
These marks should line up. Pin. Continue
pinning along edge to secure. Do not trim
excess fabric yet

• Carefully sew with a ’A" inch seam You
may wish io use the walking foot on your
machine Press seams as recommended.
Once pressed, border lengths will require
trimming Lay the quill lop flat Use a
longer ruler (6" x 24") and place along lhe
quill edge and the added border strip Use
lhe sewn seam on a ruler line to ensure lhe
ouisidc edges are straight and corner edge
is 90°. Carefully trim any excess fabric off
lhe ends.

Border One (i):

From while solid fabric: Cut 7 strips 4%" x
42" WOF

Left & Right Sides:
1 Cut (1) 4,/2" x 42" strip in half to make
(2) 4,/2" x 21" strips. Join lhe short ends of
(1) 414" x 21" half-strip io (1) 4’6" x 42"
sirip io make one longer sirip. Press seams
open. Repeal io make a toial of (2) strips.

2 Attach lhe (2) 4’/2" longer border strips lo
lhe quill cenirc left and right sides. Press
scam io this border. Trim ends even wilh
quill top edges.

Top & Bottom:
1 Join the short ends of (2) 4,/2" x 42" strips
io make one longer strip. Press seam open.
Repeal io make a total of (2) strips.

2 Attach lhe (4) 4’£" longer border strips
to lhe quill centre lop & bottom. Press
scam towards border 1 Trim ends even with
quill lop.

The quill centre should now measure bBVi"
x 68*/2"  unfinished

Border Two (2):

From while solid fabric: Cui (4) 2,4" x 21Z>'
squares

1 Using lhe assorted (136) 2,A" x 2*4"  HSTs
lhat were previously set aside and following
lhe quill diagram, join (34) assorted HSTs
logeiher side by side 10 make (1) long border
strip as shown. As lhe pieces are small, this
sirip will be stretchy and should be handled
with care. Press scams carefully 10 lhe dark­
er fabric, without using steam in lhe iron.
This pieced border strip should measure 2’A"
x 68%" unfinished. Seams can be adjusted
evenly along lhe strip 10 decrease or increase
lhe length if necessary but again, please han­
dle wilh care. Make (4) HST border strips.

2 Referring 10 quill diagram, attach pieced
border strips to lhe quill centre LEFT &
RIGHT sides carefully considering the direc­
tion of lhe HSTs. Pin carefully 10 fil and
secure pieced strips before stiiching. Al lhe
sewing machine, wilh right sides logeiher
place pieced border on lop so seams can be
directed 10 lie as pressed. Carefully sew with
a %" inch seam. Press seam towards lhe pre­
viously joined plain border Accurately pieced
borders such as this will not require trimming.

3 Join lhe (4) 2%" White solid squares to
each end of lhe remaining (2) pieced border
strips. Join 10 the Top & Bottom of lhe quill
cenirc using lhe same method as before.

■FPFFaFRBglBFFFFFFFBl
The quill cenirc should now measure: 72%"
x 72%" unfinished.

Border Three (3):

From white solid fabric: Cut 8 strips 6%" x
42" WOF

1 Join lhe shorl ends of (2) 6%" x 42" strips
to make one longer strip. Press seam open.
Repeat to make a total of (4) strips.

2 As with Border 1, attach the (4) 6%" longer
border strips to lhe quill centre joining left
& right sides then the lop & bottom Press
seams towards border 3. Trim ends even
wilh quilt top.

3 After joining your quill centre should
measure 841/2" x 84,/2" unfinished.

Finishing

From dark pink batik fabric: Cut strips 2W'
x 42" WOF

Refer to the general directions for backing.
quilting, and binding; use lhe (9) 2%" dark
pink batik strips 10 finish lhe quill.

Block Centre Option One: Ohio Star Blocks
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Block Centre Option Two: Four-Patch Blocks

Quilting and Finishing
1 Prepare backing fabric and layer with
balling. Backing and baiting should be 6"
larger than the quill lop.

2 Baste quill top, backing and balling layers
to prevent any shifiing during the quilting
process.

3 Using lhe quilling method of your choice,
the quilt can now be quilled.

Adding the Binding

I prefer a continuous binding method and
eul lhe fabric on the cross-grain (from
selvedge to selvedge) for straight sided quilts
such as this. If the fabric is striped or
checked—lhen bias cut strips arc recom­
mended.

1 Lay quilted quilt on a flat surface and using
lhe long ruler, trim lhe excess balling and
backing %" away from quill top. Make sure
all quill corners are perfect 90°. At corners
trim baiting at a 45° angle.

2 From lhe binding fabric, cut lhe number of
required strips from selvedge to selvedge
2%" wide (or a preferred width of 2Vi" for
binding). Join all strips togeiher v-r
as per diagram using a 45° seam. [
Trim scams to %" and press open. ’

3 With right sides out, i \ J
fold and press in half lengthwise, matching
raw edges.

4 Leaving a 7" binding tail and matching raw
edges to quilt top, begin along one side and
sew binding to lhe quilt's edge using walking
fool and lA" seam allowance. Stop sewing %"
from corner of quilt. Remove quilt from lhe
machine and mitre at corners by folding strip 
up (vertically) making a 45° angle on corner.
pin. Bring binding straight back down, fold­
ing so this new fold is at the outer edge of lhe
quilt and raw edges are now even with the
next side and pin. Begin
sewing from lhe outside
edge a seam along
this new side.

5 Continue stitching
binding and mitering *■
all four comers until
about 12" away from
starling point Back­
stitch to secure leaving L
a tail of binding.
Remove from machine.

6 In the unstitched
area, overlap end and
beginning tail of
binding strip. Measure and mark overlap at
2*4"  (or 21/$" if used) as per diagram. Snip
excess end at mark

7 Open folded binding ends and with right
sides together as in #2, stitch using a 45°
angled seam. Trim seams to lA" and press
open and repress fold of binding matching
raw edges. Pin to quill edge as this should
now lay flat and finish stitching seam.

8 Fold binding over to lhe back and begin
hand stitching. The folded edge of the bind­
ing should meet with the stitching of lhe
seam line. Form a folded miler at lhe corners
in the opposite direction from the front and
continue stitching around the quilt.
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by Beth Cameron
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(Book, It is interesting that the other day I got some ebooks
from one of the publishers and there was this new book
on Corduroy Quilts. Honestly, I do not want to tell you my
initial reaction, but I wasn't even going to download it.
Then I got the outline and reminder from Marcy, our
Editor, that the theme for this issue is Different and had
second thoughts and figured I should at least take a look
because it would certainly fit the theme. Find my review
on Uncommonly Corduroy below along with some other
new books!

PLAYFUL LITTLE PAPER-PIECED PROJECTS
Compiled by Tacha Bruecher
C ft T Publishing
$26.95 CDN, pp. 160
ISBN 978-1-60705-820-5 

What is interesting and
different about this

book is that it explains two
methods of paper piecing—
the paper foundation method
and the freezer paper
method. The two methods are
quite different and each has
its advantages, but this book
allows you to determine
which method you prefer to
use. The book also comes with a CD that includes full size
patterns so you can choose and print off your desired project.
There are 37 paper-pieced projects with a modern edge.
Included arc two quills. 17 small projects and a 12-block
calendar quilt. Top designers share their tips and fail-proof
paper-piecing techniques. 1 often hear comments about paper
piecing and how quilters either love it or hate it. Maybe, with
this book in hand, if you tried one method and did not like it
you could give it another chance and try the other method.

SEW Gins
25 Handmade Gifts from Top
Designers
Martingale
$27.99 CDN, pp. 112
ISBN 978-1-60468-301-1

What is different about
this book is that there

are no quills in it! Sorry!
However, this book is a
treasure trove of 25 small
sewing projects—some are
quilted. There are patterns
and detailed directions for
items such as a pencil case, 
knitting needle case, makeup bag, aprons,
pin cushions, pillow, ipad case and more. You are bound to find
something for everyone on your gift list. I would like a few of
these items for myself! When you consider the cost of individual
patterns these days, this book is a real deal. 1 just took a scrap­
eater class this weekend and this book has given me many ideas
as to what 1 might do with the new blocks 1 created.

/
THE MODERN APPLIQUE WORKBOOK
by Jenifer Dick
C ft T Publishing
$24.95 CDN, pp. 136
ISBN 978-1-60705-763-5

This book is different as it is very much geared towards the modem quilt style.
Strong traditional quilters can skip to the next review right now unless you want

to learn Jenifer’s quick applique method. There are 11 quilt projects in this book, plus
Jenifer goes into great detail how she performs her easy invisible zigzag method of
applique. Her explanation of her applique method is very detailed and includes great
photographs to help the reader understand. I actually learned a few things I didn’t
know about different soaps for washing your quills—a bonus! The 11 quill projects
included in lhe book, as you can see from the book cover, are whai I would call
modern in style. The quilts are all quile heavily machine quilled and lhere are some
great photographs showing the detail of the quilling. I am currently working on a
sampler of machine-quilting techniques from a class with M-R Charbonneau, and I
think I might now choose something from this book to complete my sampler.

THE
MODERN j
ApPLIQUEwORKBOOi
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Gretchen not only gives us detailed directions for each
block of her appliqued award-winning quill, but includes

numerous other projects. What makes this book different is
that Gretchen appliques not only using cotton but mixes it
with wool applique as well. Gretchen includes instructions on
how to felt wool to use in the projects. The nine blocks can be
used to make the entire quilt, or used to make smaller projects
or wall hangings. This quilt won the blue ribbon for “Best Use
of Embellishment” at the 2009 Pennsylvania National Quilt
Extravaganza, so Gretchen must be on to something!

CORDUROY
QWHT MrTeRNS

UNCOMMONLY CORDUROY
by Stephanie Dunphy
Martingale
$30.99 CDN, pp. 96
ISBN 978-1-60468-399-8

As I mentioned above I was
not going to give this book a

second look, but it goes to show
you, you should not always
judge a book by its cover or title!
When I finally gave this book a
chance and read through it, I 
decided it does have merit! The book 

Uncommonly

contains 17 projects including quilts, bags and a scarf. Reading it
through 1 recalled that I have a really nice laptop tote/briefcase
made out of appliqued corduroy, which I really like. Making bags
out of corduroy makes a lot of sense! I am very tactile and 1 am sure
I spent hours when I was young rubbing my corduroy clothing
because I liked the feel of it so much. I was relieved to realize that
Stephanie recommends the use of what 1 would have called pin wale
corduroy or 21-wale. You can imagine what I was envisioning!
Stephanie mixes cottons and flannels with the corduroy to make the
quilts. I am sure this must make the quills very pleasing to the
touch, especially for the young and maybe even the elderly. I think
I donated all my pin-wale corduroy, but if 1 hadn’t I would certainly
have made use of this book... “Corduroy is not just for pants!”

ABM Innova manufactures the
highest quality state-of-the-art
quilting machines that will
enhance your quilts, improve
your productivity, increase
your excitement and ENSURE
YOUR SUCCESS! INNOVA ...
the choice of professionals!

INNOVA
Innovative Quilting Systems

After your machine comes home, service and support are everything.

155 Highway lo West, Fonthill, Ontario LoS i&o • • www.theguiltbee.com Q Facebook
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Quilt Canada...
So Much More!
by Irma Bull

F
rom across Canada—east and west,
quilters will congregate in Niagara on
June 11 to 14 to experience the art of

quilting in this country. There will be so
many quills al Quilt Canada 2014: Wonders
of Niagara. it will knock your socks off.
Come to share ideas, learn new techniques
and enjoy the fun. Its revitalizing, whether
you come for a day or a week, away from
ordinary' life.

Your admission gets you the National
Juried Show, presenting the cream of the
crop. The Trend-Tex Challenge will show
variations on a theme: Modem Ways. The
Invitational Show features the work of the
CQA/ACC Board and team, workshop
teachers and Local Organizing Committee.

But there is so much more Four different
concurrent shows will be held at Brock
University. You can see the Niagara

Heritage Quilters’ Guild Show: A
Symphony of Talents, shows by the Fibre Art
Network (FAN), Modern Quilt Guild of

Niagara and Canadian Feed Bags Quilts. As
a bonus there is a display of fibre art at the
Regional Headquarters next door to Brock
You won't see this many quills at one place
for a long lime.

Niagara Heritage Quilters' Guild (NHQG)

Niagara Quilters have always been on the
forefront of Canadian quilting The revival of
quilling came in the 70s. Nina Stahlschmidt
was asked to organize a quill show as a
fundraiser for a historical group. No church
basement for her. Nina thinks big. She rented
the Jordan Arena and enlisted everyone she
knew whether they quilled or not. Thai first
show in 1979 was so successful u became
a catalyst in the formation of NHQG the
following year Quilt Toronto 1981, brought
quilters from across the country to York
University. During the conference, a
group decided it was time for a national
organization and members of NHQG were
instrumental in getting it off the ground.
Women like Nina, Marion Holman, Marg
Walpole, Ange Whittaker and Marilyn
Walker were passionate. Marilyn agreed to
be the first President and Kay Phillips
offered to be the Vice President. Nina took 

care of membership. Marilyn Walker will
give a talk during Quilt Canada 2014
highlighting the art of quilling over the last
30 years.

With a rich past NHQG also has a vibrant
presence with traditional, original and art
quills. Having continued their quilt shows
since 1979, the members have honed their
skills, trained by the best. Their work is a
rich assortment of styles and forms. Some
quills will be for sale. The raffle quill made
by the Niagara on the Lake Needlers is a
king size, hand-quilted work of art called
Roses for Laura. Proceeds will go to
Wellspring Niagara, a local charily helping
cancer patients. Don’t miss The Symphony of
Talents that will be held in the Lowenberger
Residence Dining Hall at Brock.

Fibre Arts Network (FAN)
Conceived in 1998,
FAN is a group of
self-defined artists
based in Western
Canada including
the Yukon and
Northwest Territories.
With such a large
area, there are geo­
graphical challenges.

Eislllll

They are committed to promoting fibre as
art. The road to a friend’s house is never long
and using modern technology, these like­
minded artists celebrate their differences as
well as their common interests. If you have
ever seen their shows you will be impressed
by the exquisite work. Using the theme of
Abstracted, pairs of artists explored the
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concept of realistic and abstract art using the
same image for each pair. The 44 pieces were
done by 40 artists. Each piece is 18" x 48"
inches. We can't wait to see them.

Canadian Feed Bags
—Reycled Then and Now

A woman of vision and a certain fearlessness,
Nina Stahlschmidl, has been a leader in
Canadian quilting Besides organizing one of
the biggest quilt shows in Ontario in 1979,
instigating the formation of NHQG and
CQA/ACC, Nina owned a quill store in
Fonthill for 10 years in the 80s. She got
many of us hooked on quilting and shared
her knowledge liberally. She has made so
many quills, hand sewn and hand quilled, it
amazes us. Combining her love of history
and creating works of art, Nina began
collecting old feed bags from across North
America before they were lost forever. Over
the past 14 years, she and Marion Holman
have used the colourful fabric from these
cotton bags to make the most marvellous
quilts and hangings. In 2006, Nina pub­
lished a book on Canadian feed bags. Her
show will lake you back on a journey to
leaner and simpler limes when lovely quills
were constructed with whatever was on
hand. As well, there will be a history lesson
on the Canadian textile industry from 1850
to 1965. You don’t want to miss this.

Modern Quilt Guild of Niagara

_______ I
Having been in the forefront of all things
quilling, Niagara has embraced the newest
concept, the modem quilt. Minimal and
colourful, it is so appealing in its simplicity.
This fresh lake on the art and craft of quilting
appeals to the young who are not afraid to
bend the rules. These quills are functional
and meant to be used. Large prints and solid
cottons give them impact. Using the negative
space, dense quilting emphasises the line
and texture. Susan Bowslaugh has become
an expert in modern quilling and is in high
demand as a speaker. One of the past presi­
dents of NHQG, she taught extensively and
now works at the Modem Bee Quill Shop in
Virgil, Ontario. A wonderful quilter, her
work has taken a modem twist. Besides
organizing this show, she is working on the
National Juried Show for Quilt Canada 2014.
We arc anxious to see these fresh new ideas.

Your Bonus Offer:
Niagara Textile Art Project
Across from Brock University, Monday to
Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, you can see
the Niagara Textile Art Project, installed in 

the Niagara Region building Using the
inspiration of images submitted by Niagara
photographers, textile artists created a series
of artworks to celebrate Niagara's escarpment
perspectives. It is a lasting legacy in
recognition of Niagara as a Cultural Capital
of Canada in 2012. The lead artists were
Dianne Gibson and Nina Stahlschmidl.
Involved in the project were several quilters
Roberta Masecar, Karen Witteveen, Mori
McCrae, Al Cote, Suzi Dwor, Irma Bull,
Karen Sirianni, Ruth Emerson and Greta
Hildebrand. In the next hallway you’ll find
Niagaras Bounty, works created by Chris
Liszak, Shannyn Radolli, Janny Fraser, Azra
Momin and Valerie Brown. Just walk in
the main entrance and ask for directions on
how to get to the right hallway It’s worth
taking a look.

There will be a proliferation of quilts at
Quilt Canada 2014, but the true reason for
being together is to share our love for this
crafl. Quilters are women and men of
wonder, delighting in threads and fabric,
creating beauty and making connections
with others. Life is better when you’re a
quilter. Don’t miss out. We’ll welcome you to
Brock University on June 11 to 14, 2014.

For more information: Marilyn Michelin
qc2014@vaxxine.com or www.canadianquilter.com.
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Featured

Quilt Junction
Waterford, Ontario
Owner: Lana Thomson
Location: 121 Alice Street, PO Box 1590, Waterford, ON, Canada, NoE 1Y0
Shop Phone:1-519 443-7222
Cell phone: 1-226-567-0279
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday fl Friday 10 am to 5 pm

Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday 12 pm to 4 pm

Website: www.quiltjunction.ca
E-mail: news@quiltjunction.com

Quilt Junction is a quaint quilt shop

located in the historic Waterford train
station built in 1871. What was once the
platform for passenger and freight loading is
now Quill Junction's front deck, furnished
with planters and comfortable patio chairs in
the summer and overlooks beautiful gardens,
the new TransCanada Walking Trail and the
still walers of the Waterford ponds. Visitors
travel from far and wide to enjoy a browse in
the shop filled with colour and inspiration.
Quill Junction is known for filling shelves
with the newest collections by the most
popular designers, colorful batiks, heritage
Civil War reproductions and cheer}’ 1930s
fabrics. Their visitors’ first impression is the
beautiful array of colour displayed in the
quilts hanging high on the walls. The historic
building perfectly houses the love for the
traditional craft of quilling with its original
hardwood floors, longue and groove walls
and tall ceilings. Colorful quills hanging high
on the walls entice and inspire creativity.
There are notions, fat quarters and bundles,
kits, patterns and the latest books hot off the
press filled with new and fun ideas. Quill
Junction strives to support their local
Ontario quill designers, such as Sherri Hisey
of Border Creek Station, Sheila Dunbar of
Dunbar Designs, and Denise Armstrong of
Daisy Boo Designs by carrying and promoting
their patterns, as well as providing Canadian
products wherever possible.

What was once the passenger wailing area
is now filled with colourful and bright
childrens fabrics and quill samples to get
creative juices flowing. Quilters and needle
workers in the area also enjoy working with
wool, so we have a great selection of felled
wool, Valdani Pearl cotton threads, patterns,
books and wool kits available. Quilt Junction
has recently added embroidery' supplies,
books and patterns to their inventory'.

Quill Junction’s ‘Gathering Room,' once
the freight room, is where they gather for
classes and retreats. It features two large
design walls, natural lighting from tall
windows and high ceilings. A wall-mounted
television screen provides access to instruc­
tional videos and the odd movie during
Sunday afternoon open sew days. Quilt
Junction offers an array of classes for all skill
levels. They arc proud of their Lcarn-to-Quilt
program offered three times per year, where
they enjoy watching the pride and excite­
ment of students as they learn their newly 

found talents. Quill Junction is pleased
with the friendships and camaraderie their
quilling clubs and Block of the Month
programs have generated. They keep the
class and club schedule flexible and change it
up continuously to keep the interest and stay
current. Utilizing the Quill Junction website,
email, and Facebook, it is easier than ever to
keep quilters interested and informed of
what’s new at the shop.

Before owning Quill Junction, Lana
Thomson enjoyed a successful international
mechanical engineering career in heavy
construction of oil refineries. She finds the
two careers go hand in hand with the
attention to detail, the mathematics and the
business management aspect. “Il’s another
large ‘Project’ to manage, only this lime it
includes creativity and my love of fabric! Il’s
a drcam come true.”

Lana relocated to Norfolk County in the
early 1990s for work, and fell in love with the
area for the waler and the architecture. She
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pul down roots here and bought one of the
lovely heritage homes this area is known
for. After an exciting engineering career
working internationally in northern Canada,
Venezuela and Australia, Lana returned
home, determined that it was time to hang
up her hard hat and open her dream quill
shop. In just three years, Lana and her staff
are pleased to announce that Quilt Junction
has been selected to be featured in the
Spnng/Summer 2014 edition of Quilt
Sampler, available May, 2014.

Quilt Junction employs five talented
quilters, each with unique strengths. Our
assistant manager, Pal, has a real talent for
choosing colour and fabrics, and knows our
customers and what sells; thus is a real asset
when it comes lime to placing orders.
Melanie helps with making and teaching bag
classes, baby quills and childrens clothing
Denise, a window designer by trade, is
talented al decorating and creating interesting
displays, as well, she teaches stitching and
quilling classes. Mamie is quick to lend a
hand helping with vendor shows and making
up kits. It is always a delight to have these
gals in the shop. Last but not least, Rita, who
recently joined us to do our bookkeeping,
has now been ‘drawn in’ and is enjoying
making her first quilt.

Quilt Junction is located in the charming
village of Waterford, Ontario, overlooking
the Waterford ponds, and near the north
shore of Lake Eric. The railway station has
been preserved by the Waterford and
Townsend Historical Society. The communi­
ty is small but active with weekly outdoor
music concerts at the Old Town Hall during
the summer, stage plays at the high school
and the annual Pumpkin Festival.

Quill Junction is pleased to be attending
the CQA/ACC Quill Canada 2014 Wonders

of Niagara in St. Catharines. Ontario, June
11 to 14. We invite you to stop by our booth
where we will be showcasing our Quilt
Sampler featured quill with kits and
magazines available there. Our shop is
located just 110 km from the Quilt Canada
show this year!

We invite you to make the trip to Quilt
Junction and hope you find the experience
warm and inspiring. We also invite you to
shop on line at www.quiltjunction.ca.

Happy Quilling!
—Lana and all of the staff at Quilt Junction

Nearby attractions include:

Barn Quill Trails:.......................................................................... .....................www.barnquilttrails.ca

Belworth House:
90 St James St. S., Waterford, casual fine dining............. .............. www.belworthhouse.com

Ritzy Cakes & Eatery: 20 Alice St, Waterford for lunch.

Port Dover: Lake Erie Beach Town, 18 km from shop, collages, shopping, dining.
Lake Erie Perch................................................................................www.portdover.ca

Lighthouse Festival Theatre: Port Dover............................. ........ www.lighthousetheatre.com

Waterford Antique Market: 80 Alice Street, Waterford..... www.waterfordantiquemarket.com

Waterford Heritage and Agricultural Museum:
159 Nichol St, Waterford.......................................................... ............www.waterfordmuseum.ca

Bonnieheath Lavender & Estate Winery:............................ www.bonnieheathlavender.com

Pumpkin Festival: Waterford, October................................. .................. www.pumpkinfest.com

Norfolk County Fair and Horse Show: Simcoe, ON, October

Whistling Gardens: Botanic Gardens...................................
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the next generation

My Favourite Movie or Story
by Jo Ferguson

The theme for this year’s CQA/ACC Youth
Challenge was My Favourite Movie or

Stoiy. I couldn't have been more proud of the
creativity, imagination and skill shown in the
27 quilts entered. The future of quilling is in
ver)’ good hands.

I want to give a special thank you to
our sponsor Cantik Batiks/Conicmporary
Sewing Materials (2009) Ltd. They not only
provided the challenge fabnc, which had to
be used on the front of the quilt, but also the
prizes. One of which is having the Viewers’
Choice winner work with Textile Designer,
Shania Sunga, to design their own batik. We
appreciate their generosity and support in
helping us share the tradition of quilling
with our youth.

We were very fortunate to have Valerie
Hazelton judge our challenge. Valerie is an
apprentice judge in the CQA/ACC Quilt
Judge Certification Program. She comment­
ed, "The entries were delightful, original, and
yes, entertaining! (The theme) became my
criteria for deciding the winners—how well
did the entrant communicate their theme:
was 1 engaged in their story? Then 1 looked
at their use of fabric, colour and embellish­
ments, and how those elements supported
the story. Workmanship was considered in
making the final decision."

The winner of our Middle School category’
was Green Eggs & Hani, which was designed
and created by 13-year-old Alexa Kalisl of
Selkirk, Manitoba.
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Green Eggs and Ham by Alexa Kalist

Alexa’s mother, Venessa, is self-taught and
made her first quilt in about grade eight.
Alexa didn’t express an interest in quilting
until last year, when her mom brought home
an old sewing machine she had rescued
from a dumpster. Alexa w’rote, “I absolutely
couldn’t wait to make something on it.
And knowing that I had a cousin on the
way inspired me to make a rag quill for her."
Her second quill, Marmalade Squares, was
completed around December.

1 asked Alexa what inspired her to make
her challenge quilt. She wrote, “1 knew that 1
wanted to do Green Eggs and Hani... for two
reasons. One, it used to be my favorite book
of all lime because my Dad read it to
me often, and two, because green was the
colour of the challenge.” Her favourite part of
making the quill was designing it. She also
enjoyed sewing the applique.

I asked about her current quill. Alexa
wrote, “...it’s a very simple quilt, it is just
large flannel squares in bright, cheery colors,
sewn in diagonal rows. When I’m done it will
have 3D flowers in some of the squares.”

Alexa has gone on a quilting retreat with
her mother and hopes to do many more. She’s
also interested in competitive swimming,
playing the guitar and piano and practising
Taekwondo. Her brother, Andrew (11), also
entered a quilt in the challenge. Alexa’s
youngest brother, Jac (nine), has started

Dragonfly Birthday Party by Rachel Gelinas

sewing scraps together. I see many quilts in
the future for this family.

At the lime of our interview in March, the
Kalisl family was in the middle of a move
from Alberta to Manitoba. I want to thank
Venessa for going above and beyond to help
me get the information I needed. I would also
like to thank Alexa, for her excellent advice on
how we can interest young people, in quilling.

The winner of the Elementary School
category also won The Viewers’ Choice
Award. Dragonfly Birthday Party was
designed and created by six-year-old Rachel
Gelinas of Belleville, Ontario.

Last year, Rachel’s Grandmother, Elfrieda
(Pauls) Snow sent me a story’ about teaching
her grandchildren to quill. It was published
in the Winter, 2013, issue of The Canadian
Quilter. It was obvious from the beginning
that Rachel had a talent and strong interest in
quilting. When I found out she was entering
the challenge, I was excited to see what she’d
do. She definitely exceeded my expectations,
as I’m sure she'll continue to do.

Before her sixth birthday, Rachel had
already completed six quills. Yes, you read
that right. Rachel was about two and a half
when she wanted to quill like her big sister,
Mia (11). Her first two quills were rag quills.
One was for her cousin, Gwen, and the other
was for her baby brother, Adam (three). Her
third was a twin-sized quilt, which won first
prize at their local fair, The Quinte Exhibition
in Belleville, Ontario. The fourth was for her
cousin, Ellie.



Rachel’s fifth quilt was for a girl in
Cambodia. Elfrieda and her husband Reg, had
visited there and befriended a family. When
Rachel heard about a three-year-old girl,
who had never received a gift, she decided to
make her a quilt For her sixth quilt, she
chose her fabrics from El Frieda’s slash and
even tried a little hand sewing on the back.
You can see photos of her third and sixth
quilts, on page 79 of the Winter, 2013. issue

When asked which quilt was her
favourite to make, Rachel responded,
“...the one I made for my Cousin, Ellie. My
Nana (Elfrieda) told me that a newborn
baby would be the size of my doll so 1 made
a doll-sized quilt." She used her favourite
bright-coloured fabrics and the fancy
designs on her Nana’s machine. Rachel
continued, “I love my label. The baby’s last
name is “Fox,” so I cut out from fabric a
picture of a fox and put it on the label.”
This is also the first quilt that Rachel had
free reign to do whatever she wanted

Elfrieda does all the ironing and rotary
cutting. She cuts strips for Rachel, who will
then take scissors and cut the strips to the
length and shape, she wants. She sews
them together on her own sewing machine.

Rachel knew exactly what she wanted to do
for the challenge quilt. She chose the fab­
rics and embellishments and hand cut all
the applique Her favourite part is decorat­
ing the quilt This was her first art quill and
she loved making it.

Rachel’s family is very proud of her.
Elfneda wrote, “Teaching Rachel to quill
has given me the privilege of carrying on
the family tradition of sewing and creativi­
ty. Rachel, at a very' young age, would sit on
my knee as I was sewing, and now at the
age of six has earned national recognition
for her quilling. Nana and Papa are very'
proud of you."

Rachels parents, Annette Snow and John
Gelinas, wrote, “We are incredibly proud of
Rachel and her accomplishments. Rachel is
a clever and creative young lady and we arc
so happy that she has had the opportunity
to express her talent through quilling. All
thanks go to Elfrieda, who has the talent
and experience and makes the lime to
share this activity with her grandchildren.”
Annette added, “Rachel keeps offering to
leach me how to quilt, and one of these
days 1 will have to take her up on her offer."
I hope she does.

Rachel and her family are going to Quill
Canada 2014 in St. Catherines, Ontario, to
see her quilt hanging at the show. Rachel
may also be making an appearance at
Elfriedas guild, The Quinte Quilters

Guild, in Belleville I can’t thank Elfrieda
and Annette enough for all their help.

It was an honour to be able to share
Alexa’s and Rachels stories. I will continue
to keep you up-to-date on these wonderful­
ly talented quilters

The Youth Challenge would not have
happened without the help of some amaz­
ing volunteers. A huge thank you goes to
Laine Canivet for preparing all those
squares of challenge fabric and processing
all the entries. A very special thank you
goes to Jackie While, who took the lime to
involve a local teacher, Heather Pennie.
Together, they supplied the majority of our
entries in the Challenge. You’ll see their
story in another article on page 32

Thank you to all of our members who
voted for the Viewers’ Choice Award. I
know we can continue to foster the creativ­
ity of our youth, and I hope to see even
more entries next year.

1977 Old Hwy. 2, RR#2
K8N 4Z2

613-966-4715

Monday -
Saturday

9:30-5:00
Quality quilting fabrics &
notions. Lots of books

and patterns to make that
special quilt.

Machine quilting services.
Janome Dealer.

JANOMF
...Drrain. hrt»trr.( rente.

Belleville, ON

Mon - Fri
10-5:30

Thur til 7
Sun 12-4

www.funwithstitches.com
Est: 2004 2000 sq.ft 3000 Bolts

Online Newsletter
info@funwithstitches.com
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ie Quilt Journey
by Grades 5 and 6 students at Assiginack Public
School, Manitowaning, Ontario
Photos by Iordan McLean and Braiden Phillips

Gel ready grade 5/6 to submit your quilts
to the Canadian Quilters’ Association

Annual Youth Challenge... they’re due!”
exclaimed our teacher, Ms. Pennie.

At Iasi, all 18 students in the class had
completed their quilts, which represented
four months of fun, learning, and hard work.
We found out ihat not only is it a learning
experience, but ihai ii takes a lot of patience
10 make a quill. Bui with all of lhe energy in
just one single room, we completed lhe task
We cheered, photographed, and then submit­
ted our quilts. “Wow, all lhe quilts look so
amazing,” announced Rachel Deforge.

The classroom quilling project began in
November 2013 and reached completion
in February 2014. For most of us, this was
our first lime ever sewing, not lo meniion
creating an actual quilt. We didn't know ihat
quilts needed math skills such as measuring
to see how long the pieces needed 10 be. The
an experience was amazing 100 because it
required skills such as sewing, stitching and,
most of all, imagination.

Our teacher, Heather Pennie, thought the
project would be an interesting experience

1 thought it would be a fun learning
opportunity and a real-world application of
skills,” said Ms. Pennie.

Ms. Pennie revealed that lhe project was
not entirely her own idea. “It was Jackie
Whiles idea, a local quilter who specializes
in an quilts.” The inspiration for the
classroom quilts project came from a
classroom presentation and trunk show with
lhe local quilter, who is a frequent volunteer
at the school. Mrs. White is also the
to-be President of lhe Canadian Quilters'
Association, and the one who recommended
that we enter lhe CQA/ACC Youth Contest!

The Grade 5 and 6 class at Assiginack Public School in Manitowaning, Ontario, show off the quilts that they
made to enter in the Canadian Quilter's Association Youth Challenge.
Back Row l to R Gregory Mishibinijima, Ella Stewart, jasmine Hrynyk-Seabrook, Mya Otosquaiob,
Connor Phillips, Peyton Pitawanakwat
middle Row l to R Braiden Phillips, Rachel Deforge, Skye Setterington, Hailey Van Den Heuvel,
Keadeez Peltier, Emma Cassidy
front row l to r Aaron Leeson, Von Clayton, Nathan Janoki, Jordan McLean, Jessica Elliott, Lauren Ferguson

During her presentation to our class,
she shared some ideas on how to get started
in making a quill. “I do lots of sketches
in my design sketch books; 1 have about
six or seven sketching books,” said
Mrs. White.

In order to take part in lhe quilling
contest we all needed to follow a specific
set of rules. “1 didn’t know there were so
many rules in quilting!” exclaimed Jasmine
Hrynyk Seabrook.

Some of the rules included making lhe
quills ourselves, the theme of lhe quills had
to be from a book or movie, and the edges of
our quills had to be visible in the picture we
sent. As always, our quills needed to have 

three layers, lhe top, lhe baiting which
goes in the middle, and then lhe back. We
also needed to add the special green
dragonfly fabric, or else lhe quilt wouldn’t be
able to go into the contest. Everyone’s quilt
could be any size; as big as an elephant or as
small as an ant. We also needed to have all of
the sides closed.

One of the most important rules was the
deadline! The deadline was 6 p.m. Eastern
Standard time on February 28,h, 2014. If we
didn’t follow lhe rules, our quilts wouldn't be
eligible for lhe contest.

Our grade 5 and 6 class enjoyed making
quilts and everyone had so much fun. “It
took such hard work to slich, sew and
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culling out the pieces of fabric,” explained
Mya Olosquaiob

Grade 6 student Connor Phillips enjoyed
the experience of making his quill based
on Diary of a Wimpy Kid. “1 watched
the movie and read the books; to me it
did not matter what I did it on, it was just
for the experience.”

Some kids did struggle to make their
quilts. Jessica Elliott was a student who fell
frustrated at times. “1 made my quilt from
the movie Insidious because it was quite a
good movie," Jessica explained. “Sewing the
letters was the hard part because tiny letters
have so many fine stitches and that needs a
lol of patience.”

A very special thanks to Northcott (the
fabric company) for donating boxes and
boxes and boxes of fabric to us. If Northcott
did not donate fabric our class would not
have been able to make quills. We had a
great variety of choice for designs and
colours we warned.

Thank you also io the Island Quilters’
Guild for the fabric that they gave us so that
we could make our quilts! Il was a very big
help, li is a step forward io a bright future for
the kids in our class because we now have
the skills to be designers and we know the art
of quilling.

As you can see from the pictures of
our completed quilts, there was lots of
inspiration from movies, and books, that
we used to make our beautiful artwork. The
quilts we made are now woven into
wonderful childhood memories that we will
treasure forever.

Do we think we're going to participate in
the Canadian Quilters’ Association Youth
Challenge again? Yes, we will, because we
love quilling and we hope to enter the
contest again next year!”

jasmine Hrynyk-Seabrook begins to sew her quilt while Skye Setterington pins the layers of her quilt
sandwich together, with Hailey Van Den Heuvel looking on and offering advice.

Jessica Elliott shows some of the materials used
in the creation of quilts.

How to Make a Quilt
Materials:
Thread
Needle
Batting
Fabric
Fabric Scissors

i Sketch your plan.
2 Gather your materials.
3 Cut your fabric.
4 Glue the fabric to hold it in place.
5 Make your quilt sandwich.
6 Then you start sewing with the

needle and thread.
7 Sew around the quilt.
8 Take a photo.
9 Enter it in the contest.
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nspiring Young Moms—A Child’s First Quilt
by Brandy Lynn Maslowski

If you love the idea of teaching young
women to quill and you also want to make

a difference in someone’s life in a profound
way, then consider teaching an expectant
teen or a woman in need how to quill. Il just
might leave you encouraging a youthful gen­
eration to start quilting, and also leach them
how to be a positive role model.

First, do a bit of research in your commu­
nity to find out if there are any high school
programs to keep young moms in school
when they are expecting or have newborn
babies. Contact the teacher or program coor­
dinator to see if they accept volunteers to
leach a life skill such as quilting

You may run into issues like access to
sewing machines, or difficulty in securing
supplies, but work with what you have
Sometimes you can link up with a Home Ec.
teacher to support her in a textiles class as
the quilting expert. They may have little or
no budget, so scour local thrift shops for 

cottons or ask your fellow quilling guild
members to clear clutter from their stash and
donate some fabric. You can even put out
a free classified ad calling for cottons for
charily. You’ll be astonished at the piles that
land on your doorstep. Be specific—quilling
cotton only, and whatever you don’t use, pay
it forward by donating to a guild for their
charily program

If there aren’t any school programs, you
can also check out the local women’s shelter.
You will need a police check and special
permissions to become involved with schools
or shelters, but it may be worth the effort.
They may not all be young moms in a
shelter, but the women are always in need of
kindness and may have one or more small
children, so a quill could be a heartwarming
endeavor for them to try.

At a shelter, you may also run into the
issue of no sewing machines. With the
shelter's blessing, you can try to find them
second hand machines that the women can
share Or do a small fundraiser to gel the
shelter one new machine. You can do a one-
time session to demonstrate and leach and
they can take turns quilling on their own.
Book weekly limes to check in and help them
with their quills in progress.

If you gel lhe opportunity to teach women
in need, remember to keep it at lhe beginner
level. You don’t want to overwhelm someone
who is already overwhelmed by life. Start
with simple squares, basic straight stitch
corner to corner quilling, or even easy rag
quills. If you find that there is simply no way
to access sewing machines, then simply teach
them how to make a tied fleece blanket for
(heir little one.

Another great option is to form a group of
volunteers in your guild and gather a bunch
of charily fabrics. You can leach lhe teens 

to sort, choose and cut their own fabrics.
Then your volunteers can piece and quilt
them to bring back to lhe young women a
week later to give to their children. They will
still feel invested because they chose the
colour and design.

The value of starting a program with
young teen moms or women in need is more
than just sharing the life skill of quilling. Its
allowing them to make something from
scratch and give the gift to their child. It is
something just from them in a world where
they may not have many gifts to share. Il is
the interaction with a kind stranger in the
community who has volunteered to leach
their craft, give their lime and their caring
altitude. It’s a wonderful lesson for a young
woman to experience firsthand—a role
model for volunteerism in lhe community.

Brandy Lynn Maslowski is a
proud volunteer in the quilling
community, a quilt teacher,
speaker, author, judge and the
host of Canadian Quilt Talk.
www.brandylynndesigns.com.
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La Guilde Acadienne de Clare
by Joan Tufts

La Journee National de La Courtepointe a ete
celebree a La Guilde Agxdienne de Clare

avec un atelier pour les juniors parraine par
le departement des loisirs de Clare. Les eleves
a partir de 9 ans sont venus pour profiler de
la couture et faire un projet de Paques.

Les membres de la Guilde ont ete prcsentes
une rose par 1'executif de la guilde en ce jour
National de la courtepointe en reconnaissance
pour leur devouement a la transmission de
Part de la courtepointe a nos Juniors pour
soutenir le but de la guilde en etant une
association intergenerationnclle ires active.

La guilde consacre une journee par mois
pour les ateliers juniors et il y a habituelle-
mcnt le maximum de 15 eleves dans tomes
les classes.

En Avril un projet de couture sera introduit
dans 1’une des ecoles communautaires Stella
Maris ou les etudiants de 5*  et 6‘ annee seront
enseignes a coudre a la main en mettant
ensemble des blocs pour faire une courte­
pointe. Ce sera la deuxieme ecole que les
membres de la guilde vont introduire Part de
la courtepointe aux etudiants.

Membre Ariane Comeau a fail un projet
de la foire du patrimome sur ula guilde

acadienne de clare ". Elie s’est meritde une
place a presenter son projet a Halifax.

La guilde va celebrer son troisieme
anniversaire avec une journee pone ouverte.
Adhesion atieini sa pleine capacite de 100
membres avec une lisle d’attente. Les membres
ont ete tr&s actifs et les he tires de reunion a die
eicndue a une journee complete tous les deux
mercredis. Une fois par mois le samedi dif­
ferent ateliers sont of fens pour les membres.

Deux courtepointes ont ete faites et
presentees au programme de same mentale a
PHOpital de Yarmouth et 2 couctlcs ont eld
donnds aux survivants du cancer cl du Relais
pour la vic.

National Quilters’ day was celebrated at La

Guilde Acadienne de Clare with a Junior
Workshop sponsored by the Clare Recreation
Department. Students starting at age nine
came to enjoy sewing an Easter project.

The guild members were presented a rose
by the guilds executive on this National
Quilters' Day in appreciation for their devo­
tion to passing on the art of quilling to our
juniors and making the guild a very active
intergenerational association.

The guild devotes one day a month for a
junior workshop and there is usually the
maximum of 15 students in all the classes.

In April, a sewing project will be intro­
duced in one of the community schools,
Stella Maris, where students from grades five
and six will be taught hand sewing by
putting together blocks to make a quill. This
will be the second school where guild
members introduce quilting to students.

Member, Ariane Comeau, made her her­
itage fair project on la Guilde Acadienne de

Clare. She earned a spot to go on to show
her project in Halifax.

The guild will celebrate its third anniver­
sary on April 12th with an open house.
Membership reached its full capacity of
100 members and has a waiting list.
Members have been very' active and the
hours of meeting has been extended to a full
day every second Wednesday. Once a month
on Saturday various workshops are offered
for the members.

Two quilts were made and donated to
the Menial Health Unit at the Yarmouth
hospital and two were also made especially
for cancer survivors for the local Relay For
Life. These arc two organizations La Guilde
Acadienne supports.
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he Sudbury and District Quilting &
Stitchery Guild will be turning 40

soon. Mid-life crisis time. We have been
moving along with little direction, no long
term goals and no vision for the future. Yes,
we do have our quilt show to look forward
to. We have workshops and cuddle quilt
days, the odd lecture or trunk show. We have
library books We have weekly show and
tell with lots of quilts made using big
blocks and jelly rolls, lots of table runners
and mini memory quilts. Our advanced
members occasionally bring in wonderfully
complex works, but for the most part we are
stagnating at the beginner and intermediate
levels of technical skill.

Last year a committee was struck to
explore the question of what the members
want to see happen leading up to our golden
years. Some were happy with the status quo.
Many were not being challenged and lost
interest. What do we need to do differently
and how do we gel there? How do we
maintain or even increase our membership?
How do we know what teachers to bring in
for our new three-ycar plan? Are we meeting
the goals set in our constitution? We have
some excess funds to use but where do we
allocate them? What we lacked was a plan.

We began our quest using Survey Monkey.
Survey Monkey is an online service where
we could ask questions and our members
could anonymously reply to the survey on
their home computer. Survey Monkey
crunched the numbers and gave us a picture
of our membership Some of it was financial,
some questions dealt with the kind of
classes that should be offered. Il was easier
to take readings on what the members didn't
want. Survey Monkey results confirmed our
initial intuition—we were all over the map.
Many were not sure what level to describe
themselves as: beginner, intermediate or

Mini Memory Quilt Challenge for the Maison Vale Hospice. The theme was Music. Memory quilts
are provided to each resident of the hospice based on their interests. The family retains the mini
memory block. Photo by marc Conibear

advanced. The results were uncertain but the
committee appeared to be on the right track.

We struck another committee. This one
would come up with a plan. And we did.

We broke things up into four categories—
Capital Equipment, Learning Initiatives,
Fellowship and Community Outreach. Our
memory' quilt challenges for the Hospice,
our well funded cuddle quill program, our
Pink Bag evenings and our Christmas adopt-
a-family program help raise our profile in
the community. Fellowship was self-funding
with our weekly Social Committee, the year-
end banquet, our Christmas parly and
Neighborhood Show and Tell.

This left us with the Learning and Capital
areas. What did we want to learn? 1
personally want to learn everything. The
others on the committee did too. Was
this what was missing? Our technical
knowledge was falling behind. We were 

stuck in a rut. We needed a road map for a
Learning Initiative.

We brought forward a plan to combine
our weekly program, our workshops, library,
in-club quill, block lotteries, challenges and
cuddle quill program into a path to technical
proficiency in all areas of quilting and
stitcher)'. We would invest in tools to access
webinars and Craftsy lessons—world class
teachers arc at our fingertips. We would
update our website to offer links and send
information to our members. We would
draw on the experience of our life members
and mentors. We would do things differently.

Our hope is to get the plan in place
before our 40,h birthday. It was presented to
the membership to great applause. The
members arc ready and eager to learn with a
road map to guide them. The buzz was
noticeable and well worth the effort
involved. We have a plan.
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quilt ambitiorr2.0

PFAFF
Perfection starts here.~

"ie difference
is in the detai s!

Discover the PFAFF'■ quilt ambition ”2.0 sewing machine and feel the difference
With specially selected quilt stitches and two additional presser feet the PFAFF’
quilt ambition'”2.0 sewing machine allows you to find your inner quilting star!

Amazing features compared to leading brands in this price range:
• The PFAFF" Original IDT”System
• 200mm sewing space
• The largest high resolution touch screen
• Bobbin thread sensor

201 built-in stitches
4 alphabets

f EXTRA
f QUILTING

FEET
INCLUDEDI

www pfaff.com/co/en

Be Smart. B Y
smarter””

160s

Be Original.
As Oscar Wilde said: "Be yourself; everyone else is already taken".

With smart features and a unique design, the all-new smarter by pfaff,m sewing
machines are up Io the challenge of letting you express your individuality at a
price within reach.

Choose one of the two smarter by pfaff,u machines, 160s or 140s, and begin a
sewing adventure focused on you: Your uniqueness. Your passion. Your sewing.

140s

Integrated
NEEDtE T-READER

6-.W ADX’jtASU
Stitch Width

PFAFF' Origtrak
Presser Foot System

Led Lights

SMARTER BY PFAFF ” - inspired
ond developed by the premier
PFAFF sewing machine brand

CONTACT YOUR DEALER TODAY! 
I .id d US on

WWW.PFAFF.COM/CA/EN • https://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PFAFF.CANADA P* Facebook
02014 KSIN LUXEMBOURG II S AR L. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED PFAFF, PERFECTION STARTS HERE. IDT (IMAGE). QUILT AMBITION AND SMARTER BY PFAFF ARE TRADEMARKS OF KSIN LUXEMBOURG II. S AR L

pfaff.com/co/en
http://WWW.PFAFF.COM/CA/EN
https://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PFAFF.CANADA
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Quilters Haven

422 Main St N
Moose Jaw, SK S6H 3K2
(306) 693-8523
quiltershaveninc@sasktel.net
www.quiltershaveninc.ca

The Quilt Patch

35 High St E
Moose law, SK S6H 0B7
(306) 692-3360
shelley@thequiltpatch.ca
www.thequiltpatch.ca

Addie’s Creative Fabrics Ltd

Box 1047, 420 First St West
Cochrane, AB T4C 1B1
(403) 932-1500
2addies@gmail.c0m
www.addiescreativefabrics.com

Hamels Fabrics

5843 Lickman Road
Chilliwack, BC V2R 4B5
(604) 846-4350
hamelsfabrics@shawcable.com
www.hamelsfabrics.com

Cindy's Threadworks

1465 Meadowood Way
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 2V1
(250) 738-0560
cindysthreadworks@telus.net
www.cindysthreadworks.com

Prairie Points Quilt Shop

Box 4511
Ponoka, AB T4J 1S1
(403) 704-1600
gremlynn@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/PPQSPONOKA

Quilt Stash Squared

4482 Piccadilly North
West Vancouver, BC V7W 1C7
(778) 233-0402
quiltstash2@shaw.ca
www.quiltstashsquared.com

The Quilted Raven
5005 - 53rd St
Yellowknife, NT XiA 1V9
(867) 920-0303
thequiltedraven@northwestel.net
www.thequiltedraven.com

Cindy-rella's Sewing ft Quilting

3847 Sherwood Dr
Regina, SK S4R 4A8
(306) 585-2227
cindy@sewcindy-rella.com
www.sewcindy-rella.com

Extraordinary Extras

4420 Railway Ave.
Vermilion, AB T9X 1C1
(780) 853-6626
eextras@telus.net
www.extraordinaryextras.com

Your Sewing Store

Box 598
Cold Lake, AB T9M 1P2
(780) 639-2054

Yarn and Sew On

6 - 870 Hwy 16 West Box 1319
Burns Lake, BC VoJ 1E0
(250) 692-0080
www.yarnandsewon.com

Batik Corner Fabric

14450 Middlebench Rd.
Oyama, BC V4V 2B9
(250) 548 0038
www.batikkorner.com

Avonport Discount Centre
PO Box 29
Avonport, Kings Co., NS BoP 1P0
(902) 542 3247
faye@avonportdiscountfabrics.com
www.avonpondiscountfabrics.com

Sew With Vision

21 Winston Dr.
Herring Cove, NS B3V 1J2
(902) 479-2482
bonniespinney@gmail.com
www.sewwithvision.net

Along Came Quilting

6432 - 1A St SW
Calgary, AB T2H 0C6
(403) 253-4419
askus@alongcamequilting.com
www.alongcamequilting.com

Mira Stitch’n Post

3850 Gabarus Hwy
Marion Bridge, NS BiK 1A7
(902) 727-3423
miraquiltco@ns.aliantzinc.ca
www.mirastitchinpost.com

Atlantic Fabrics

c/o Kathy Dean, 114 Woodlawn Rd
Dartmouth, NS B2W 2S7
(902) 434-1440
info@atlanticfabrics.com
www.atlanticfabncs.com

Quilting from the Heart

5710 - 48 Ave
Camrose, AB T4V 0K1
(780) 679-5492
info@qfth.ca
www.QFTH.ca

C ft M Crafts ft Stuff

PO Box 301
Carmanville, NL AoG 1N0
(709) 534 2173
mariongillingham@hotmail.com
www.candmcraftsnstuff.com

Di-Versity Quilting Supplies

Box 1, 2144 Nordkinn Rd.
Pritchard, BC VoE 2P0
(250) 577 3494

NEWFOUNDLAND and LABRADOR
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Ut&if yjouiL Local m&mbojL Quilt Shoop.!

ONTARIO
The Running Stitch

462 Hazeldean Rd.
Kanata, ON KzL 4E5
(613) 836-5908
therunningstitch@on.aibn.com
www.therunnmgstitch.ca

Quilters' Line

PO Box 674 - 57 Main St. W.
Markdale, ON NoC 1H0
(519) 986-2244
qline@bmts.com
www.quiltersline.com

The Quilt Place

PO Box 223
Shakespeare, ON NoB 2P0
(519) 625-8435
heather@thequiltplace.ca
www.thequiltplace.ca

Quilters By The Square

32 West St.
Goderich, ON N7A 2K3
(519) 524-4333
quiltersbythesq@hurontel.on.ca
www.quiltersbythesquare.ca

Greenwood Quiltery

275 Woolwich St.
Guelph, ON NiH 3V8
(866) 364-2790
contact@greenwoodquiltery.com
www.greenwoodquiltery.com

Fun With Stitches
1977 Old Highway 2, PO Box 1657
Belleville, ON K8N 4Z2
(613) 966-47’5
info@funwithstitches.com
www.funwithstitches.com

Country Patchworks
Fabrics A Quilts

5’5533 ”th Line, RR3
Woodstock, ON N4S 7V7
(5’9) 537-8753
debbraeddy@hotmail.com
www.countrypatchworks.ca

Life's A Stitch

516 Queen St. E.
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 2A1
(705) 254-3339
robyn.thompson@lifesastitch.ca
www.lifesastitch.ca

Ik
QUEBEC
Chez-Helene

1055 2ie Rang
Upton, QC JoH 2E0
(450) 549-4379
helene@chez-helene.com
chez-helene.com

Quilting Confections
#2 - 3393 County Rd. 42
Windsor, ON N9A 3J6
(519) 250-8888
sue@quiltingconfeaions.com
www.quiltingconfections.com

Country Concessions
1 Dufferin St.
Cookstown, ON LoL 1L0
(705) 458-4546
quilting@countryconcessions.com
www.countryconcessions.com

Hyggeligt
515 Richmond St, Unit 3
London, ON N6A 5N4
(5’9) 679 4907
chantal@hyggeligt.ca
www.hyggeligt.ca

Mad About Patchwork

PO Box 412
Stittsville, ON K2S 1A5
(613) 720-9745
pam@madaboutpatchwork.com
www.madaboutpatchwork.com

Quilt Junction

121 Alice St, PO Box 1590
Waterford, ON NoE 1Y0
(519) 443-7222
news@quiltjunction.ca
www.quiltjunction.ca

Kalidoscope of Quilts

355 Main St
Exeter, ON NoM 1S6
(5’9) 235-4004
karen@kalidoscopeofquilts.ca
www.kalidoscopeofquilts.ca

MANITOBA
Quilters' Den

565A Stephen St
Morden, MB R6M 1E7
(204) 822-3105
myquiltersden@gmail.com
www.quiltersden.ca

H.A. Kidd and Company Limited
5 Nonhline Rd.
Toronto, ON M4B 3P2
(4’6) 364-645’
lmacham@hakidd.com
www.hakidd.com

I Sew Have a Notion
1207 Fenel Rd.
Kirkfield, ON KoM 2B0
(705) 374-49’9
angie@isewhaveanotion.com
www.isewhaveanotion.com

Circle of Friends Quilt Shoppe
218 Tupper St
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 3Y3
(807) 344-2625
landreacchi@tbaytel.net

Threads That Bind

PO Box 76
Maxwell, ON NoC 1J0
(519) 922-1010
sales@threadzthatbind.com
www.threadzthatbind.com

Pastime Pieces

11175 Brush Line
Blenheim, ON NoP 1A0
(519) 676-5059
wymenga@ciaccess.com
pastimepieces.com

Canadian National Fabric

PO Box 115
Caledon, ON L7K 3L3
(855) 888-2888
canadiannationalfabric@gmail.com
www.canadiannationalfabric.com
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Scrapture Quilts—Something Different
by Frances H. Emery

I’m often asked, “What are scrapture
quills?” They’re small fibre art quills

consisting of a backing, balling, and a lop—
all stitched together with thread. The tops are
artistic arrangements (from abstract through
semi-realistic to quite fantastical) complete­
ly composed of small pieces of cotton fabric

Scrapturcs are neither mosaics nor
applique. Nothing is fused, pieced or edge-
stitched. No tulle covers the surface. They
are held together only with thread, stitched
in a tight, all-over, meandering or stipple
quilling stitch. Edges of individual pieces are
loose, each caught with only a few stitches,
producing an appealing dimensional texture
A scrapture is rather like a painting, the
coloured fabric pieces replacing brush­
strokes. As with paintings, the style may
be modern or Monel. Turner or Picasso,
whatever the artist chooses.

The scrapture idea came to me in early
2002. I’d been quilling for just a few years
and still saving all my small cullings. My
best friend was about to discard her, “Tiny
scraps—you know, the ones loo small to
save.” 1 wanted to keep them all! That was
when my quilling life became really exciting
1 woke next morning with a vision in my
mind of a lovely picture made with just
those scraps! Except, 1 confess, my first
attempt was not lovely; it looked quite
strange, in fact. However, my husband, Alan,
after several days of watching me play
around, arranging a bunch of fabric scraps
on lop of an old towel, encouragingly said,
“Oh! 1 think 1 see what you’re trying to do!”

Much trial and error later, 1 finally
produced a small picture quill. I'd substituted
a “quill sandwich” for ihe old towel, provid­
ing a base structure for the picture 1 was
composing with my small fabric scraps.
Since they were loose, 1 could move them
about until ihcir arrangement pleased me.
Then how to attach everything? Obviously
hand stitching was out! Frce-motion
machine stitching was the only way. But first
I had to move the picture from work table to
sewing machine, and then prevent the press­
er fool from messing it all up. Temporarily
selling a sheet of artists tracing paper on top
solved both problems, the paper on lop sta­
bilizing the small pieces while 1 transported 
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the picture, and keeping them in place
throughout the quilting

Stipple quilting densely all over, 1 watched
through the paper trying to catch at least
some stitches in each piece Then I began
tearing away the tracing paper—fun, but
quite messy and lime-consuming. 1 now use
a soluble stabilizer instead, which washes
away easily, needing only a good soak to
remove the last stickiness Tcar-away stabi­
lizers remain a readily available option
however. Whichever 1 use, my most exciting
moments are watching as the stabilizer
disappears and my picture emerges, quite
transformed from the cluster of individual
pieces I d laid down (the little quilts do need
a good bath whichever stabilizer is used,
soluble or tear-away, to fluff up their loose
edges). Roll the little quill in a towel to
remove the excess water, pin it up on my
design board to dry, then square and bind 11,
and it’s done!

1 liked it. It's fair to say I loved it! 1 made
another, and another Then I got brave and
look a couple to my quill guild (then the
Ottawa Valley Quilters’ Guild) for show
and share. 1 was nervous showing these first
scraplures 10 such an audience of mostly
very- experienced quilters. Suddenly 1 heard
that lovely, gratifying in-draw of breath from
ihe audience that every’ quilter craves!

Me: “I don’t know what you call ihis
technique.”

Guild head table: “1 think you’ve invented
it, Frances!"

Then 1 had 10 name them. “You’re making
pictures out of scraps,” said my friend, “Call
them ‘scraplures,’ of course."

At first this was hard to believe. Could 1
really have discovered something new?
Luckily for me, my guild recently invited as
a speaker the newly minted quilt appraiser,
Rita Rollman (the first Canadian to have
become an American Quilter’s Society (AQS)
certified quill appraiser). Her presentation
was fascinating and informative, and 1 asked
her if she would appraise my quilts, which
she did in January; 2003. It was informa­
tive—and exhilarating! She too had been
unfamiliar with my technique, and advised
me that 1 must write an article for the AQS
right away. 1 did. The American Quilter 

published the article in their Spring, 2006,
issue Scrapture quills were officially bom.

Scrapluring requires time and imagina­
tion, but the basic steps are straightforward
and the tools simple h needs only fabric,
scraps, balling, thread, small sharp-pointed
scissors, long sewing tweezers and—most
important—a sewing machine fitted with a
free-motion presser foot with its feed dogs
lowered or covered. 1 use a neutral thread in
the bobbin and a good quality invisible
thread in the needle. This thread has high
tensile strength, so to achieve a good even
stitch, the needle tension usually must be
lowered. It’s always important to test the
free-motion stitch first on a scrap quilt
sandwich before starting to stitch on the real
piece, in which so much lime and effort will
be invested.

Did I say, plenty of scraps? Raid the
garbage pails at quilt workshops, and request
scrap donations from quilling friends!
Collect all shapes, sizes and colours. Multi­
coloured or shaded fabrics such as batiks are
great. Solids work poorly’. 1 use only
cotton—it’s best because the scraps adhere
to each other so well, needing no adhesive.

Subject ideas abound everywhere—
greeting cards, magazines, art book illustra­
tions—all can inspire a subject. The Internet
is a great source of copyright-free imagery’.
My photos usually provide my own inspira­
tion. But sometimes my subjects are purely
from my own imagination. Often these
scrapturcs are the ones I love the best.

For more stories and pictures, please visit
my web site al www.scrapturequilts.com.

Acknowledgements: Many thanks to both
my present guild, the Lindsay Creative

Quilters’ Guild, and my first, the Ottawa

Valley Quilters’ Guild. Without their
encouragement, advice and support and that
of my dear family and friends, I would
never have proceeded on this joyous path.
Thanks also to all who’ve brought me little
bags full of delicious fabric scraps, many
of which have already made their way into
my recent scraplures. And thanks to the
other two friends who, each independently,
both gleefully, revealed “rapture’’ hiding
inside “scrapture.”

http://www.scrapturequilts.com
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Quilt Canada 2014
St. Catharines, n au 14 juin 2014
Nous sommes heureuses de vous annoncer que vous
pourrez acheter certaines des belles courtepointes
exposees a VExposition nationale jugee ainsi qu'a
('exposition sur invitation. Pouvez-vous vous imaginer
etre la nouvelle proprietaire d'une courtepointe qui
etait montree a Quilt Canada 2014?

Quilt Canada 2015
Lethbridge, 4 au 6 juin 2015
Les membres du conseil d'administration sont ravies
d'annoncer que Quilt Canada 2015 se tiendra a
Lethbridge, Alberta. Le comite local d'organisation
travaille aux preparatifs de ce qui promet etre une
fantastique exposition de Quilt Canada. Cochez vos
calendriers des maintenant!--- 1---
Congres futurs >
Le conseil d'administration de la CQA/ACC accepte
maintenant les lettres et les propositions pour accueillir
un futur congres de Quilt Canada. Si voire guilde
ou groupe est passionne et serait pret a aider a la
planification d'un congres, ou si vous avez besoin de
plus d'information, veuillez contacter Judy Kelly au :
president@canadianquilter.com.

Restez informees
Joignez le blog de I'association au :
cqacanadianquilting.blogspot.ca/

Suivez le blog du congres de Quilt Canada 2014 au : «
cqaquiltcanada.blogspot.ca/ \

n
Find us on
Facebook

Joignez pres de 800 personnes qui nous suivent sur
Facebook au :
www.facebook.com/canadianquiltersassociation

APPEL DE CANDIDATURE
Ete 2014
Nous acceptons les candidatures pour la designation des
representantes regionales des provinces suivantes pour le terme
debutant le r juillet 2014 :
• Alberta
• Saskatchewan
• Manitoba
• Sud de I'Ontario
Pour en savoir plus sur les obligations de chaque poste,
visitez notre site internet, www.canadianquilter.com, en allant a
Contact/Volunteers/Volunteer Positions. Pour les formulaires de
candidature/inscription, diquez sur Members/Volunteers/
Nomination Form. Pour plus d'informations sur ces postes,
envoyez un courriel a Jackie While au :
vicepresident@canadianquilter.com.

Avis pour I’AGA 2014
L'assemblee generale annuelle de la Canadian Quilters' Association/
Association canadienne de la courtepointe se tiendra mardi le
10 juin a 13 heures, a Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario.
Les membres de I'association sont invitees a venir participer.
Suite a la Loi canadienne sur les organisations a but non lucratif,
nous devrons adopter de nouveaux reglements a cette AGA.
es reglements actuels sont sur le site internet sous I'onglet Member
et appeles « CQA/ACC Bylaws ». Vous retrouverez dans ce numero
la section cinq, qui a ete modifiee depuis la derniere version ecrite.
Si vous avez des questions, pourriez-vous les presenter a Lynn Mills
au treasurer@canadianquilter.com, avant le 30 mai 2014. Elie
essaiera de repondre a toutes les questions avant I'AGA.

Immediatement apres I'AGA 2014, nous tiendrons une rencontre
de discussion ouverte pour parler de la taille des futurs congres
de la CQA/ACC. Vos opinions sont importants, alors pensez vous
joindre a nous.

Etats financiers
Si vous desirez une copie des etats financiers, veuillez contacter
I'assistante administrative de la CQA/ACC, Jackie Philpott,
administration@canadianquilter.com. Vous pouvez recevoir des
copies soil par courriel ou par la poste. Des frais seront appliques
pour I'impression et I'envoi de copies via Poste Canada.

P.-S.: La forme feminine utilisee dans cette page designe, s'il y a lieu, aussi bien les hommes que les femmes.

mailto:president@canadianquilter.com
http://www.facebook.com/canadianquiltersassociation
http://www.canadianquilter.com
mailto:vicepresident@canadianquilter.com
mailto:treasurer@canadianquilter.com
mailto:administration@canadianquilter.com


CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Summer 2014
Nominations are being accepted for Regional Representatives for
the following provinces for the term commencing July 1, 2014:
• Alberta
• Saskatchewan
• Manitoba
• Ontario South
To view the duties on our website www.canadianquilter.com,
go to Contact/Volunteers/Volunteer Positions. For the nomination/
appointment forms, click on Members/Volunteers/Nomination
Form. For additional information about these positions email
Jackie White at vicepresident@canadianquilter.com.

Notice of AGM 2014
The Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Quilters' Association/
Association canadienne de la courtepointe will be held at 1:00 pm,
Tuesday, June 10, at Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario.
Association members are welcome to attend. As a result of the
federal Not-for-Profit legislation we need to adopt new bylaws at
this AGM. The current bylaws are on the website under the Member
tab, called "CQA/ACC Bylaws." Section five, published in this issue,
has been updated since the last printing. If you have questions
kindly submit them before May 30, 2014 to Lynn Mills at:
treasurer@canadianquilter.com. She will attempt to answer all
questions before the AGM.
Immediately following the 2014 AGM, we will host a town hall
meeting to discuss the format of future CQA/ACC conferences.
We value your input, so please join us.

Financial r
If you would like a copy of the audit report please contact Jackie
Philpott, CQA/ACC Administrative Assistant, administration@canadian
quilter.com. Copies can be received either by email or regular postal
service. There will be a charge for copying and mailing through
Canada Post.

Quilt Canada 2014
St. Catharines, June 11-14, 2014
We are pleased to announce that some of the
beautiful National Juried Show quilts will be for sale,
along with those in the invitational show. Imagine
being the new owner of a quilt that was hanging at
Quilt Canada 2014.

Quilt Canada 2015
Lethbridge, June 4-6, 2015
The Board of Directors is pleased to announce that
Quilt Canada 2015 will be held in Lethbridge, Alberta.
The Local Organizing Committee is busy preparing for
what promises to be a fantastic Quilt Canada. Mark
your calendars now.

Future Conferences
The CQA/ACC Board of Directors is accepting letters
and proposals for hosting a future Quilt Canada. If your
guild or group is enthusiastic and willing to help plan
a conference, or you require more information, please
contact Judy Kelly at president@canadianquilter.com.

Be in the Know
Join the Association's blog at
cqacanadianquilting.blogspot.ca/

Follow the Quilt Canada 2014 conference blog at:
cqaquiltcanada.blogspot.ca/

Find us on
■ ■ Facebook
Join over 800 other people who follow us on Facebook
at: www.facebook.com/canadianquiltersassociation

http://www.canadianquilter.com
mailto:vicepresident@canadianquilter.com
mailto:treasurer@canadianquilter.com
quilter.com
mailto:president@canadianquilter.com
http://www.facebook.com/canadianquiltersassociation


Cynthia and Starr Dog

Cynthia Frenette
Designer
Extraordinaire
How did you get into fabric designing?
I've always loved fabric and always thought
it would be super cool to design my own.
When Spoonflower.com came online it was
like a mind explosion—you can design and
print your own fabric and get it in smaller
quantities whenever you want? Sign me up!

If it doesn’t make it through, which is just
pan of the process, I'll put the designs up on
Spoonflower for sale, so anyone can buy
them in whatever quantity they want on any
of their fabrics, or wallpaper, gift wrap, etc.
If it does make it through to production, I
supply artwork files to the Robert Kaufman 

Interview by Jackie White

Tell us a little about yourself.
y name is Cynthia Frenette and I’m a
fabric/magazine/candy/art/design

I junkie! I’m a graphic designer/illustra-
tor and own Green Couch Designs with my
husband Norm, where we design and build
websites, plus design and create logos and
branding, design for print, licensing and
everything in between. You name it, we
probably do it. I've been in the design busi­
ness for 22 years and love it!
www.greencouchdesigns.com

I’m also a fabric designer for Robert
Kaufman Fabrics, which is very fun, and 1
have a new collection coming out later this
year. So exciting! I have four previous collec­
tions that include Kona Modern Quilts, Cut
& Sew (co-designer). Retro Christmas and
Friendly Seas.
www.robertkaufman.com/fabrics/designers/
cynthiajrenette

As well, I creaic/design/produce an online
magazine for creative people of ail kinds
called Made In Magazine, madeinmag.ca, 1 am
an artist and art quilter, and blog here:

cynthiaf.ca.

Spoonflower hosts weekly design contests
and I entered ever}' single one of them for a
long time, building my portfolio of designs,
trying new ideas, designing, and having
fun. One lucky day, a design stylist from
Robert Kaufman spotted my work there and
contacted me about licensing some designs,
and we went from there!

Explain the process of actually starting
a design and getting it to fabric.
How I usually start is with a concept for a
design. I’ll sketch out ideas and notes first on
paper and develop an overall theme or idea
which turns into a set of designs for a
collection. I scan in my sketches then con­
vert them to artwork using Adobe Illustrator,
and start building the full collection and
colour palette.
Once 1 have a
full collection of
five to six designs
(or more) 1’11
submit it for re­
view. and hope­
fully it makes it
to production.

She Wished Upon a Star

stylists and they go ahead with strike-offs. I
get to see a digital proof of the design and
okay it, then they send it off to be manufac­
tured The whole process can take up to two
years or more depending on how far ahead
they are working, so there’s a lol of waiting
in between steps but it’s worth it!

Where do you get your inspiration from?
Anywhere and anything! I try not to be
influenced by other designers and just do
what I love, and what I personally would
want to buy or use in a quilt that I made. 1

Cynthia's design using fabric from her Robert
Kaufman Kona Modern Quilts Berry Collection
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Spoonflower.com
http://www.greencouchdesigns.com
http://www.robertkaufman.com/fabrics/designers/
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